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Leslie Page Moch offers the first complete view of a regional system of 
migration and urbanization, as well as a fresh approach to more 
general questions about migration during the Industrial Revolution. 
She identifies three towns in Eastern Languedoc that sent streams of 
migrants to the city of Nimes. Her careful study of census records, 
regional archives, and residents' accounts illuminates the economic 
and social structures of the city and sending towns, and clarifies the 
rapid economic, social, and demographic changes in the region from 
1850 to 1906. The author also compares the work, marriage, and 
childbirth patterns of migrants and nonmigrants, examines the social 
processes that brought different types of migrants to the city, and 
describes the interpersonal networks they created there. Her analysis 
shows the persistence of social ties with the countryside even as East
ern Languedoc's economy changed, migration became permanent 
rather than temporary, and the migrants became established city 
residents. Life histories of individuals caught up in the migration 
process add a human dimension to this unusually readable work. 
Paths to the City will have wide appeal for historians, sociologists, 
anthropologists, demographers, economists, and their students. 

"Warm, original, and sophisticated... we learn a great deal about this 
migration from hinterland to city, as well as about the regional eco
nomic change that promoted it. And we learn it while making close 
contact with the individuals and families who struggled to cope with 
migration and economic change." 

—from the Foreword by Louise A. Tilly and Charles Tilly 
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