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Edited by JOCK STEIN

What kind of training do Church of Scotland ministers receive? Who calls
the tune — Church or University?

These questions, simmering for years, erupted at the 1979 General
Assembly. As the lava settles, a group of ministers and laymen examine
the faults in the ecclesiastical strata, and suggest some remedies.

Contributors: John R. Gray, Robert A. Jones, Herbert A. Kerrigan,
Lesslie Newbiggin, James Philip, George T. H. Reid, Colin Sinclair,
Jock Stein, David W. Torrance, David F. Wright, George Yule.
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THE BIBLE IN RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION

ROBERT DAVIDSON

What can we teach, what should we teach about the Bible in religious
education courses in schools? Questions concerning methods and the
appropriate presentation of biblical material for different age groups have
been widely discussed by religious education specialists in recent years.
But behind such questions there often lie hidden assumptions about what
the Bible is and how it may function today. This book, the text of lectures
first delivered to the St. Andrews Religious Education Conference, seeks
to examine and raise questions about such assumptions and to suggest
guidelines for ways in which the Bible may be responsibly handled in
religious education.

The author is professor of Old Testament Language and Literature in the
University of Glasgow.
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Studies in the Patriarchal Narratives

WILLIAM McKANE

Studies in the Patriarchal Narratives reflects a general conviction
that a historical perspective is needed for Old Testament criticism
as well as a particular interest in the history of the criticism of the
patriarchal narratives. The author has reacted against the imbalance
which results from an undue concentration on what is supposed to
be the 'new evidence' which is available for the interpretation of the
patriarchal narratives. There is a view that archaeological discoveries
have revolutionized the study of the narratives and that, as a con-
sequence, there is nothing to learn from their earlier criticism. The
orientation of the study of the narratives towards archaeology has
resulted in an almost exclusive preoccupation with questions about
their historicity. In an earlier phase of this movement the answers
which were given to questions about historicity of the narratives
had a positive character, but in a more recent phase there has been
a marked negative reaction.

There is a tendency for a modern fashion of scholarship to possess
a narrowness and obsessiveness which requires correction. Undue
concentration on one line of approach constitutes an impoverish-
ment of the study of the patriarchal narratives, and a vision is needed
of a many-sided and ample subject to which there are several
avenues of approach and in which there are many areas of interest.
The purpose of this book is to deal with aspects of the study of the
patriarchal narratives which have fallen into the background at a
time when interest has been focused on questions of historicity.
When it has been asked in what sense, if any, the stories can be used
as historical sources, the province of their literary appreciation has
hardly been entered. To enter this province, attention must be
focused on the narratives themselves, for the most interesting and
crucial literary questions cannot be properly raised so long as the
study of the patriarchal narratives is dominated by references to
external archaeological attestation.
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The Origin of Science

and the Science of its Origin
STANLEY L. JAKI

Modern man owes an immense debt to science. He has received
on the one hand the practical benefit of powerful tools and on
the other the stimulus to his imagination through the unveiling
of the remote past. Yet science is a recent phenomenon. Its three-
hundred-year-old history has occupied but a few moments of
recorded time. No wonder that its novelty has provoked not a
few reflections.

These reflections on the recent origin of science are the materials
and rudiments of the science of its origin. For the first time they
are surveyed and analysed in this book, the text of five lectures
delivered at Balh'ol College, Oxford in 1977.

The historical survey is given in the first four lectures which
deal in succession with the material accrued during the seven-
teenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries. The lesson
provided by this historical material and the analysis of that lesson,
given in the fifth lecture, are the support of this book's major
claim: only a Christian outlook can provide that view in depth
of the origin of science which is needed for a proper appraisal of
the past of science, and of its future impact.

Stanley L. Jaki, a Hungarian-born Benedictine priest, is Dis-
tinguished Professor at Seton Hall University, South Orange,
N.J., who has been internationally acclaimed for his books on the
history of physics and cosmology. In 1975 and 1976 he was
Gifford Lecturer at the University of Edinburgh and has lectured
widely in the United States and Europe. He was the recipient of
the Lecomte du Nouy Prize for 1970.
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Contributions and editorial correspondence should be sent to one of
the editors: Rev. Dr A. I. C. Heron, New College, Mound Place,
Edinburgh EHI 2LX; Rev. Dr J. Houston, University of Glasgow, 3
Southpark Terrace, Glasgow G12 8Q,Q,or to Scottish Academic Press
Ltd., 33 Montgomery Street, Edinburgh EH7 5JX.

Submission of an article is taken to imply that it has not previously
been published in English, or is not being considered by another
journal for publication in English. In the interests of authors, copy-
right is normally assigned to the Scottish Academic Press. The
average length of articles is 5000 words. Although longer articles
are accepted, those in excess of 10,000 words cannot be considered.

Contributions (articles and reviews) should be clearly typed in
double spacing, and on one side of the paper only. The rule about
double spacing applies also to footnotes, which should be used
sparingly. Cross-references within the article offered should not be
included.

Notes for the editors and instructions for the printer should be
attached on separate sheets. Contributors should keep one copy of
the typescript for use in correcting proofs.

Contributors from the United States may use U.S. spellings. Greek
and Hebrew words need not be transliterated. Capitalisation should
be kept to a minimum; and in particular should not be used in
pronouns referring to the Deity.

First proofs of articles and reviews may be read and corrected
by contributors, and should normally be returned to the organising
editor within ten days of receipt. Correction should be confined to
errors of the printer. More extensive correction can be made only
with the concurrence of an editor. No proofs of reviews will be sent.

Contributors of articles and article reviews (but not of reviews)
receive 10 free offprints. Extra copies may be bought according to
an agreed scale of charges, provided that these are ordered at the
time of returning corrected proofs.

PERMISSIONS
For permission to reproduce material from Scottish Journal of Theology
please apply to the Scottish Academic Press, 33 Montgomery Street,
Edinburgh EH7 5JX.
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