
Publications of the 
Modern Language Association 
of America

May 1986
https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900173572 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900173572


$ Princeton University Press $

Flannery O'Connor and the 
Language of Apocalypse
Edward Kessler

Seeing Flannery O'Connor in the
company of poets, rather than realistic 
prose writers, this work shows how she 
uses recurring figures of speech to trans
form or re-create the external world.
Edward Kessler plays down both the regional 
aspects of her fiction and her noted religious 
beliefs in order to reveal the metamorphic 
process that became her means of realizing 
her artistic vision. He argues that belief, in 
any theological sense, appears in her work 
most successfully as metaphor, as a way of 
seeing. $16.50
Princeton Essays in Literature

Six Dynasties Poetry
Kang-i Sun Chang

"This study is, to my knowledge, the first
in English or any Western language to situ
ate these poets in the larger context of the 
entire period. The work establishes Dr. 
Chang as one of the three or four best 
scholars writing on traditional Chinese 
poetry today."
—Anthony C. Yu, University of Chicago 
$30.00

The World at Play in Boccaccio's 
Decameron
Giuseppe Mazzotta

"This study couples a mature, traditional
discipline in medievalism with skill in the 
most recent literary theory. Such double- 
edged preparation is unusual and gives 
Mazzotta's book, which investigates the 
Decameron in a sweeping context of the 
medieval arts and sciences, the comprehen
sive spirit of a summa."
— Victoria Kirkham, University of
Pennsylvania
$32.50

Interpreting Samson Agonistes
Joseph Wittreich

By contextualizations of the relationship 
of the poem to the Book of Judges, to the 
Renaissance Samsons and their different 
typologies, and to Milton's prose writings 
and epics, Joseph Wittreich reveals Samson 
to be an intensely political work that 
reflects the heroic ambitions and failings of 
the Puritan Revolution and the tragic am
biguities of the era. He sees in the work not 
the purveyance of Medieval and early Ren
aissance typological associations but an in
terrogation of them and a consequent 
movement away from them. $32.50

The Antifratemal Tradition in 
Medieval Literature
Penn R. Szittya

This book is a history of a medieval 
literary tradition that grew out of opposi
tion to the mendicant fraternal orders. Penn 
R. Szittya argues that the widespread attacks 
on the friars in late medieval poetry, espe
cially in Ricardian England, drew on an 
established tradition that originated in the 
polemical theology, eschatology, and Bibli
cal exegesis of the friars' ecclesiastical 
enemies—secular clergy, theologians, pole
micists, archbishops, canon lawyers, 
monks, and rival orders. From these 
churchmen, the poets inherited a system of 
symbolic and theological ideas about the 
friars' significance which were couched in 
conventional and often Biblical language, 
and which helped to perpetuate numerous 
charges against the friars that history has 
shown to be false. $37.50

New Limited Paperback Edition
Epic Geography
James Joyce's Ulysses 
Michael Seidel 
23 maps. LPE: $14.95

-At your bookstore or-

41 William Street Princeton University Press Princeton, NJ 08540
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