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The Artisans of Banaras
Popular Culture and Identity, 1880-1986
Nita Kumar

Nita Kumar offers an evocative and sensitive portrayal of
rarely explored aspects of Hindu culture through her analysis
of the way leisure time is used by Hindu and Muslim artisans
of Banaras—the weavers, metalworkers, and woodworkers. Mu-
sic, festivals, the place of physical culture, and the importance
of going “to the outer side” all are examined as Kumar looks
at changes that have occurred in leisure-time activities over the
last century. The discussion raises questions of the cultural and
conceptual aspects of working-class life, the role of fun and
play in Indian thought, the importance of public activities in
terms of personal identity, and the meaning of an Indian
city to its residents.

Cloth: $29.50 ISBN 0-691-05531-9

Crisis and Compensation

Public Policy and Political Stability in Japan,
1949-1986

Kent E. Calder

This thorough analysis of nonindustrial domestic policies in
Japan locates answers to questions about policy dynamics set
in motion by early Occupation reforms, in the political requi-
sites of Japan’s subsequent economic growth strategy, and in
distinctive structural features of Japanese bureaucratic and
party-political organization.

“Calder’s book is the most important analysis to date of the
politics of Japanese public policymaking. It should become a
standard text for courses in Japanese politics and could be used
in courses in comparative politics and comparative public pol-
icy. Whether one agrees or disagrees with Calder’s arguments,
any serious student of Japanese politics will have to take note of
them. The appeal of the book is both in its argumentation and in
the breadth of its coverage of Japanese public policy.”
~—Terry Edward MacDougall, Boston University
Cloth: $34.50 ISBN 0-691-05650-1
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Comparative Studies in Society and History is a forum for presentation and
discussion of new research into problems of change and stability that recur in
human societies through time or in the contemporary world. It sets up a
working alliance between specialists in all branches of the social sciences and
humanities. Debate and review articles bring the general reader in touch with
current findings and issues.

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Contributions may be descriptive, analytical, or theoretical. Any article not in
itself comparative may be accepted if it lends itself to comment that will place
it in comparative perspective. Correspondence with the editors prior to the
submission of articles will help to enable them to obtain such comment or a
companion study. Emphasis in comparative studies may be either on sim-
ilarities or, if these are significant enough and call for some recasting of
generalizations, on differences. All contributions and editorial correspon-
dence should be sent to the Editors, Comparative Studies in Society and
History, 102 Rackham Building, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich-
igan 48109-1070.

Two copies of each contribution, preferably accompanied by a stamped,
addressed envelope, should be submitted. Both text and footnotes should be
clearly typed with double spacing and wide margins; footnotes should appear
on separate pages at the end of the article. Illustrations may be included by
arrangement with the editors.
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