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LUIGI PIRANDELLO
Edited and translated by Benito Ortolani

In 1925, the 58-year-old world-famous playwright
Luigi Pirandello met Marta Abba, an unknown, beautiful 
actress less than half his age, and fell in love with her. 
She was to become, until his death in 1936, not only his 
confidante but also his inspiring muse and artistic col-
laborator, helping him in his plans to reform Italian the-
ater under the Fascist regime. The hundreds of letters 
Pirandello wrote to Abba during these years are the only 
source that reveals the story of his relentless torment. 
Selected, translated, and introduced here for the first 
time in any language, these powerful, moving docu-
ments reward the reader with the unique experience of 
living in intimacy with a profound poet of human pain.

The letters are filled with glimpses of this 
major artistic personality at some of his most 
distinctive moments—the award of the Nobel 
Prize, meetings with Mussolini, and Marta's 
success on Broadway—but they remain fore-
most an authentic confession of Pirandello, 
without the mask of his art, telling the story of 
his real-life tragedy.
Cloth: $35.00 ISBN 0-691-03499-0 Due March 1994

Pirandello's 
Love Letters to 

JVlarta Abba
DAVID M. BETHEA

Joseph Brodsky, one of the most prominent con-
temporary American poets, is also among the finest 
living poets in the Russian language. Nevertheless, his 
poetry and the crucial bilingual dimension of his poetic 
world are still insufficiently understood by Western 
audiences. How did the Russian-born Brodsky arrive at 
his present status as an international man of letters and 
American poet laureate? Here David Bethea compares 
and contrasts Brodsky to the poet's favorite models— 
Donne, Auden, Mandelstam, and Tsvetaeva—and 
analyzes his fundamental differences with Nabokov, 
the only Russian exile of Brodsky's stature to rival him 
as a bilingual phenomenon. x__

"David Bethea's book is nothing less 
than brilliant. It is dazzling in its insights, 
scope, and methods. In the process of 
contextualizing Brodsky.. .Bethea also ad-
dresses major issues of literary biography, 
literary history, and literary theory."
—Vladimir E. Alexandrov, Yale University 
Cloth: $35.00 ISBN 0-691-06773-2 Due March 1994
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A Statement of Editorial Policy
PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and 
literature. As the publication of a large and heterogeneous association, the journal is 
receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, and to all scholarly methods 
and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its kind, 
whatever the kind; addresses a significant problem; draws out clearly the implications 
of its findings; and engages the attention of its audience through a concise, readable 
presentation. Manuscripts in languages other than English are accepted for review but 
must be accompanied by a detailed summary in English (generally of 1,000-1,500 
words) and must be translated into English if they are recommended to the Editorial 
Board. Articles of fewer than 2,500 words or more than 9,000 words are not considered 
for publication. The word count includes notes but excludes works-cited lists and 
translations, which should accompany foreign language quotations. The MLA urges 
its contributors to be sensitive to the social implications of language and to seek wording 
free of discriminatory overtones.

Only members of the association may submit articles to PMLA. Each article 
submitted is sent to at least one consultant reader and one member of the Advisory 
Committee. Articles recommended by these readers are then sent to the members of the 
Editorial Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until a 
final decision is reached, the author’s name is not made known to consultant readers, 
to members of the Advisory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor. 
Because the submission of an article simultaneously to more than one refereed journal 
can result in duplication of the demanding task of reviewing the manuscript, it is 
PMLA’s policy not to review articles that are under consideration by other journals. 
An article found to have been submitted elsewhere will not be published in PMLA even 
if it has already been accepted for publication by the Editorial Board.

Submissions, prepared according to The MLA Style Manual, should be sent in 
duplicate and addressed to the Managing Editor, PMLA, Modem Language Associa-
tion, 10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981. With each submission please include 
a self-addressed envelope and enough postage for both copies to be returned. Authors’ 
names should not appear on manuscripts; instead, a cover sheet, with the author’s name 
and address and the title of the article, should accompany each manuscript. Authors 
should not refer to themselves in the first person in the submitted text or notes if such 
references would identify them; any necessary references to the author’s previous work, 
for example, should be in the third person.

Criticism in Translation
MLA members are invited to submit to the PMLA Editorial Board proposals for 
translations. Articles, as well as chapters or sections of books that can function as 
independent units, will be considered. The originals may be in any language. Two types 
of proposals are welcome: (1) significant scholarship from earlier periods that has not 
lost its forcefulness and whose retrieval in English in PMLA would be a noteworthy 
event for a broad body of readers or (2) contemporary work of sufficient weight and 
potential influence to merit the attention of the field as a whole.

A member who wishes to make a proposal should first ascertain that no previous 
English translation exists. The proposer should then provide the managing editor with 
the following materials: (1) a photocopy of the original essay, (2) an extended summary 
of the entire essay in English, (3) an introductory statement of approximately 1,000 
words, prepared in accordance with MLA style, that will be published with the essay if 
the essay is accepted, (4) information on the copyright status of the original (if the 
translation is accepted for publication, the proposer will be responsible for obtaining 
permission to print it). In addition, if the proposer wishes to serve as translator of the 
essay or to designate a translator (who must also be an MLA member), a 1,000-word 
sample of the translation should be submitted; otherwise the Editorial Board will select 
a translator.

The translated essays should normally not exceed PMLA’s 9,000-word limit. The 
Editorial Board will approve or decline the proposals, evaluate the quality of the 
translations, and cooperate with the proposers and translators.
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