
        
 

The Aeronautical Journal – Instructions for Authors 
The Review Process  

All stages of the peer review process for The Aeronautical Journal, from receipt to approval, are 
carried out via the online Editorial Manager system. This is a familiar software platform across 
academic publishing which is user-friendly and intuitive. 

The review process typically lasts 3-6 months depending on how quickly reviews are obtained and 
authors can revise their papers. 

When a paper is received, it is assigned to an appropriate Associate Editor who invites a minimum of 
two referees to review the manuscript.  Once two reviews have been obtained, the referees’ 
comments are sent to the corresponding author and, if changes are recommended, they are invited 
to revise the paper as suggested, unless it is rejected in the first instance.  

The authors should upload their revised paper with highlighted or tracked changes and include a 
separate list of changes or a rebuttal against each point which has been raised. This will enable the 
referees to see easily where changes have been made and speed up the review process.  

The revised manuscript will be sent back to the original referees. If the referees suggest further 
improvements to the paper, these will be passed back to the authors and the paper revised again. If 
the Associate Editor feels, having considered the second reviews, that the authors have not 
responded adequately to the original reviews of the referees, then the paper will be rejected. Thus, 
it is essential that all comments are addressed properly by authors. A third referee may be 
approached if the Associate Editor feels this is appropriate. The Editor ultimately reserves the right 
to reject a paper on grounds of quality or lack of co-operation from authors.  

A paper may also be rejected immediately without review if the subject of a paper is deemed 
outside the remit of The Aeronautical Journal, there is an obvious lack of novelty or the quality of 
English grammar and spelling is below an acceptable level.  

Once a paper is accepted, the authors will be invited to upload the final files (the approved version 
of the text and individual files for any accompanying figures and tables) on to Editorial Manager.  

 

New submissions  

Manuscripts should be submitted by authors via Editorial Manager at 
www.editorialmanager.com/aeroj. They are accepted for consideration on the strict condition that 
they are based on original research and have not previously been published or submitted for 
publication to another published journal. Research papers submitted at conferences, and 
unpublished, would be considered for publication. 

The receipt of papers will be acknowledged by email with a reference number which should be used 
in all correspondence. 

http://www.editorialmanager.com/aeroj


 

Submission form 

When submitting a manuscript, authors will be required to complete an online submission form. This 
includes: 

Full title: The title should be kept short and concise. 

Article type: This will be Regular or Survey. Most papers will be regular papers. The purpose of a 
survey paper (sometimes known as a review paper) is to succinctly review recent research in a 
particular area and summarise the current state of knowledge of the topic.  

Keywords: A minimum of two keywords describing the main subject area(s) covered by the paper 
should also be given. This will appear in the published paper.  

Corresponding author: This is the author responsible for handling correspondence during the review 
and production stages. Full name, institution and email address are required. Correspondence will 
be through email. If the corresponding author changes or their email address changes during the 
process, then they should update their contact details on Editorial Manager or inform the 
publications staff at aerojournal@aerosociety.com. 

Order of authors: Names should be presented in the order they should appear on the published 
paper. Each author’s organisation to which they are associated should be included with 
accompanying address. Please note the authors’ organisations and email addresses will be published 
unless requested not to.  

Abstract: An abstract of around 150 words is required which summarises the paper and contains no 
references. 

Suggested reviewers: The author will be invited to suggest some appropriate referees and a suitable 
Associate Editor if they wish, though this is not mandatory. A list of Associate Editors can be found 
on The Aeronautical Journal website at Editorial board (cambridge.org) 

The Editor reserves the right not to use the suggested Associate Editors or referees and referees’ 
identities are not revealed during or after the review process. 

Opposed reviewers: The author can name referees they would prefer not to be used, giving a 
reason, eg conflict of interest, previous dispute. This section is not mandatory. 

Supplementary material: Supplementary material may be added, such as additional images, 
extensive data sets or filmed footage. Authors are encouraged to make use of this facility for any 
supporting material which is not essential to the main argument of their articles.  

Special issues: The Aeronautical Journal publishes special issues from time to time. If the author has 
been contacted to submit their paper for a special issue they should specify the name of the special 
issue. 

Open access: The ‘green’ version of Open Access is offered to all authors of approved papers by 
default for no fee. This allows The Aeronautical Journal to publish the paper exclusively under 
licence for six months, a period in which only it can present the paper to the general public. In this 
period the author is also allowed to host a non typeset version of the paper on the website of the 
university or organisation at which they work, research or teach.  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/aeronautical-journal/information/editorial-board


Alternatively, authors can opt for the ‘gold’ version of Open Access which allows the paper to be 
made available either in print or online to the general public immediately after it is first published 
with no delay. Costs can be found here:  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/open-access-policies/open-access-journals/hybrid-open-
access-faqs 

 

Manuscript guidelines  

English: Papers must be written in British English (not American English).  

Authors, particularly those whose first language is not English, are encouraged to have their 
manuscripts critically read by a native English speaker before submission. This may help to ensure 
that the academic content of the paper is fully understood by the Associate Editor and reviewers. A 
list of third-party services specialising in language editing and/or translation is available at: 
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/stream?pageId=8728&level=2&menu=Authors&page Id=3608  

Please note that the use of any of these services is voluntary and at the author’s own expense. Use 
of these services does not guarantee that the manuscript will be accepted for publication, nor does 
it restrict the author to submitting to a journal published by Cambridge University Press.  

File types: For authors using MS Word, please note that equations must NOT be converted to picture 
format and the file must be saved with the option ’make equation editable’. When using special 
character sets a PDF should be made from the final accepted version of the Word Doc.                            
Authors using LaTeX are strongly encouraged to compose their papers, using the AER.cls style _file 
and supporting files provided with the AER-instructions.tex file serving as a template. A PDF of the  
LaTeX file should then be generated and submitted via the submission site to accompany the LaTeX 
files. For initial submission there is no need to submit the LaTeX source file alongside the PDF, but 
upon acceptance of the paper, the LaTeX source file, along with individual figure files and a PDF of 
the final version, will need to be submitted for typesetting purposes.   

ORCID: The Aeronautical Journal strongly encourages all corresponding authors to identify 
themselves using ORCID when submitting a manuscript to the journal. ORCID provides a unique 
identifier for researchers and, through integration in key research workflows, such as publication 
and grant applications, provides the following benefits:  

 1. Discoverability: ORCID increases the discoverability of your publications, by enabling   
 smarter publisher systems and by helping readers to reliably find work that you have 
 authored.  

 2. Convenience: As more organisations use ORCID, providing your ID or using it to register 
 for services will automatically link activities to your ORCID profile, and will save you re-
 keying information multiple times.  

 3. Keeping track: Your ORCID profile is a neat place to record and display (if you choose) 
 validated information about your research activities.  

If you do not already have an ID, you can create one during submission to The Aeronautical Journal. 
You can register for one directly from your user account on Editorial Manager or via 
https://orcid.org/register. If you already have an ID, please use this when submitting by linking it to 
your Editorial Manager User account. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/open-access-policies/open-access-journals/hybrid-open-access-faqs
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/open-access-policies/open-access-journals/hybrid-open-access-faqs


Permissions and copyright: Authors must also obtain permission, where necessary, to use any 
material in a paper which is copyright or the property of any other persons or entity, including their 
employers. Any fees incurred are the sole responsibility of the author(s). Please note that The 
Aeronautical Journal is marketed and sold internationally. 

The policy of The Aeronautical Journal is that authors (or in some cases their employers) retain 
copyright and grant Cambridge University Press a licence to publish their work. In the case of ‘gold’ 
Open Access articles this is a non-exclusive licence. Authors must complete and return an author 
publishing agreement form as soon as their article has been accepted for publication; the journal is 
unable to publish without this. 

Fees: There are no page charges for The Aeronautical Journal – please see Open Access. 

Colour: All papers appear in colour on The Aeronautical Journal website. 

Format: The document should be in single column format. 

Length: Papers should preferably not exceed 10,000 words.  

Nomenclature: Papers should contain a nomenclature. A list of all symbols and abbreviations used in 
the text and figures, whether familiar or not, should be given in alphabetical order with, for example, 
c before C and all English letters listed before Greek symbols. Subscripts and superscripts should be 
listed separately where possible. SI units are preferable.  

Introduction: Discuss the raison d’être of the work, including previous work by others and how the 
work presented aims to advance or complement this.  

Equations: Equations must be numbered in brackets ...(1). Each equation should be produced 
electronically in Word preferably using either Equation Manager or MathType. Variables should be in 
italics. Constants should be in plain text. Vectors and matrices should be in plain text but bold. Cos, 
sin, tan should begin in lower case and be in plain text.  

Conclusions: This section should be very concise and bullet points are recommended for clarity. The 
degree to which the aims have been achieved should be portrayed clearly to the reader. Suggestions 
for future work or comments on work in progress are encouraged.  

References: References should be numbered sequentially in the text as they occur and placed at the 
end of the manuscript. The examples below show how to format article(1), report(2), review(3) and 
book(4) references. Authors’ names should be in small Caps. DOI numbers should be included with 
references if possible.  

Article  

1. MILLER, P. and WILSON, M. Wall jets created by single and twin high pressure jet impingement, 
Aeronaut J, March 1993, 97, (963), pp 87-100.  

Report  

2. GREEN, J.E., WEEKS, D.J. and BROOMAN, J.W.F. Prediction of turbulent boundary layers and wakes 
in compressible flow, ARC R&M No 3791, 1979.  

Review  

3. VINCENTY, M. Direct and inverse solutions of geodesics on the ellipsoid with application of nested 
equations, 1975, Technical Report XXIII, No 176, Survey Review.  



Books  

4. KING-HELE, D. Satellite Orbits in an Atmosphere, Blackie, Glasgow, UK, 1987. 

 

Appendices: If no suitable reference is available appendices may be used to clarify certain points, 
such as a step in the theoretical analysis. Appendices may be hosted online as supplementary 
material if they are not a core part of the submitted paper.  

Tables: Tables should have a number and a caption. Each table should be cited in numerical order in 
the text. See table examples below. 

 

 



 

Figures: Text files of the manuscript should clearly state the preferred position of the figures. All 
figures must be cited within the manuscript and for users of Word, figure captions should be 
included at the end of the manuscript after the references. References to figures in the text should 
be referred to as: Fig. 1, Fig. 2 and Fig. 3 or Figure 1 if at the start of a sentence. Figures in an 
appendix must be numbered separately from those in the main text, eg ‘Fig. A1’. To ensure that 
figures are reproduced to the highest possible standards, Cambridge University Press recommends 
the following formats and resolutions for supplying electronic figures:  

Photographs 

Formats: TIFF, EPS, JPEG or PN 
Colour mode: RGB  
Resolution: 200 dpi 
 

Tables, graphs and lineart 

Format: EPS, JPEG or PNG 
Colour mode: RGB or grayscale   
Resolution: 150dpi  

Authors should, where necessary, obtain permission for online reproduction. Publications staff can 
be consulted if there are any queries about this. For full instructions on how to prepare figures go to: 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/stream?pageId=7848&level=2&menu=Authors&pageId=3608]  
 



Proofs  

Authors are sent proofs for the purposes of checking and making typographical and minor changes 
only. All final changes are at the Editor’s discretion. Any corrections made against journal style will 
not be made. The Editor of The Aeronautical Journal reserves the right to publish a paper after just 
one set of corrections.  
 

PDF of published version  

Authors will receive a link to a PDF file of their final typeset article upon publication. This version can 
not be displayed or published anywhere by the author. Only the submitted final Word version of the 
final approved version should be used by the author after six months to publish elsewhere. 

 

Please forward any questions or queries to:  aerojournal@aerosociety.com 


