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Odysseus Unbound: The Search for Homer’s Ithaca
Riddle of Homer’s Odyssey Finally Solved
The ancient island of Ithaca, home of the hero Odysseus, has been ‘missing’ for
over 2000 years. Many have searched for it, yet of all the great city states of the
Mycenaean world, Ithaca is the only one which had not been rediscovered. Until
now.
After the fall of Troy, Odysseus spent ten years trying to get back to his homeland
of Ithaca. Most people will know at least some of the incidents from Homer’s
Odyssey. To the Greeks, Odysseus is a national hero.
From the geographer Strabo in AD 1, through to William Gladstone and Heinrich
Schliemann in the nineteenth century, many have tried to find Ithaca again. In
1998, Robert Bittlestone caught the explorer bug, while on holiday in Greece, but
it only really took hold in 2003. Then, starting just with the text of the Odyssey
and a map, he set out to find the elusive island. In the course of the next few years,
Bittlestone drew on techniques developed in his career as an IT consultant,
consulted eminent classicists and geologists (and a football referee), and worked
with NASA on the latest satellite photographs. Every relevant line of Homer was
checked and rechecked against all possible sources of information, as Bittlestone
(and his family and friends) picked their way across the landscape of Greece.
What he discovered is that ancient Ithaca is exactly where Homer said it would be,
but that it was hidden for thousands of years through a violent quirk of geology.
Odysseus Unbound tells the story of his search, showing every step in the
development of his solution and bringing in the expertise of Professor James
Diggle and Professor John Underhill. It is a highly personal and entirely
convincing narrative, complete with its own twists and disappointments. We learn
about earthquakes and tsunamis, both ancient and modern, and about the
wholesale evacuation of a civilisation. We re-read the story of the Odyssey, armed
with maps, 3D satellite pictures and the authors’ own photographs of the real sites.
We even find out the punch lines to a couple of mysterious Homeric jokes. Not
only do we find the island of Ithaca, but also Ithaca city and harbour, the lost
islands of Doulichion, Same and Asteris, Odysseus’ palace, his father’s farm, even
the home of Odysseus’ swineherd Eumaios (encountering some pigs as we get
there). With only a small stretch of the imagination, we may even discover
Homer’s origins, and the place where his great poem was first recited.
Odysseus Unbound rediscovers one of Greece’s greatest cultural treasures, long
kept hidden, and returns it to the people of Greece.
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