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What Is Intelligence: Beyond The Flynn Effect

James R. Flynn

“An impressively multidimensional and often wise look at the elusive topic of human intelligence.”
 –Publishers Weekly
Over the past century the world has seen huge, steady increases in IQ test scores.  Psychologists have largely struggled to understand the implications of these gains.  Do they indicate that each generation is more intelligent than the last?  Does it suggest that each of us has the ability to enhance our own intelligence?  ‘The Flynn Effect,’ so named to reflect the work of psychologist James R. Flynn, has been one of the leading theories used to measure and analyze these gains but, until now, Flynn himself has not provided his own views on the issue. 

What Is Intelligence: Beyond The Flynn Effect (Publication Date: September 23, 2007; Cambridge University Press; $22) is the long-awaited response from James Flynn.  As one of the most creative and influential psychologists working in the field of intelligence, Flynn reveals a surprising and illuminating answer about what he believes intelligence really is.  This book bridges the gulf that separates our own minds from those of our ancestors a century ago and it makes a fascinating, important, and lasting, contribution to our understanding of human intelligence.
James R. Flynn is an intelligence researcher and Emeritus Professor of Political Studies at the University of Otago in Dunedin, New Zealand.  He is well known for his discovery of “The Flynn Effect,” the continued year-on-year rise of IQ scores in all parts of the world.  He is the author of five books and his research interests include humane ideals and ideological debate, classics of political philosophy, and race, class and IQ.  He currently sits on the editorial board of Intelligence.  Originally from Chicago, Flynn has lived in New Zealand since 1963.
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