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This volume presents a historical-sociolinguistic description and analysis of Maritime Polynesian Pidgin. It offers linguistic and sociohistorical substantiation for a regional Eastern Polynesian-based pidgin, and challenges conventional Eurocentric assumptions about early colonial contact in the eastern Pacific by arguing that Maritime Polynesian Pidgin preceded the introduction of Pidgin English by as much as a century. Emanuel J. Drechsel not only opens up new methodological avenues for historical-sociolinguistic research in Oceania by a combination of philology and ethnohistory, but also gives greater recognition to Pacific Islanders in early contact between cultures. Students and researchers working on language contact, language typology, historical linguistics and sociolinguistics will want to read this book. It redefines our understanding of how Europeans and Americans interacted with Pacific Islanders in Eastern Polynesia during early encounters and offers an alternative model of language contact.
	
	 Presents a historical-sociolinguistic description and analysis of Maritime Polynesian Pidgin 
	 Challenges conventional Eurocentric assumptions about early colonial language contact in the eastern Pacific and provides an alternative analysis of colonial language contact favoring a non-European medium of contact 
	 Documents Maritime Polynesian Pidgin or the Polynesian-based variety of South Seas Jargon over a period of a century, and redefines our understanding of how Europeans and Americans interacted with Pacific Islanders in the eastern Pacific during their early encounters


Read moreReviews & endorsements
'This study is of major importance, highlighting the key role of Hawaiian in shaping interethnic contact, and showing how Hawaiian and East Polynesian linguistic unity profoundly affected early European contact throughout the Pacific.' William H. Wilson, University of Hawai'i
'Drechsel has presented a painstakingly researched account of the language varieties that arose during early contacts between Europeans and Polynesians. His account fills a major gap in our knowledge of Pacific contact language, maritime Pidgins and their social and structural properties.' Peter Mühlhäusler, Emeritus Professor of Linguistics, University of Adelaide
'… Drechsel's work has laid a solid foundation for further research … This book is an exemplary study reflecting a pioneering spirit both by Drechsel and the islanders and mariners he quotes.' Peter Bakker, Journal of Pidgin and Creole Languages
'… serve[s] to provide a rich descriptive overview of the sociolinguistic dimensions and functions of MPP [Maritime Polynesian Pidgin] … [This volume] serves as a preliminary foray into a profoundly different, potentially revelatory, and more robust sociolinguistic history of the early colonial Pacific.' Gavin Lamb, The Contemporary Pacific
'Drechsel's book makes a uniquely valuable contribution to contact linguistics … I found Drechsel's treatment of MPP [Maritime Polynesian Pidgin] in this book and online an exemplary demonstration of scholarly transparency and a respectful invitation to the reader to weigh the evidence independently. I hope to see many more such exciting presentations of under-researched languages following in his footsteps.' David Douglas Robertson, LINGUIST List
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7. Linguistic patterns
 8. History and social functions
 9. Conclusions: linguistic, sociohistorical, and theoretical implications.
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This title is supported by one or more locked resources. Access to locked resources is granted exclusively by Cambridge University Press to lecturers whose faculty status has been verified.
To gain access to locked resources, lecturers should
sign in to
or register for a Cambridge user account.



Please use locked resources responsibly and exercise your professional discretion when choosing how you share these materials with your students. Other lecturers may wish to use locked resources for assessment purposes and their usefulness is undermined when the source files (for example, solution manuals or test banks) are shared online or via social networks.



Supplementary resources are subject to copyright. Lecturers are permitted to view, print or download these resources for use in their teaching, but may not change them or use them for commercial gain.


If you are having problems accessing these resources please contact lecturers@cambridge.org.


 








	Author
Emanuel J. Drechsel, University of Hawaii, Manoa
Emanuel J. Drechsel is a senior faculty member of Interdisciplinary Studies at the University of Hawaii, Mānoa, and has regularly taught courses in linguistic anthropology, ethnohistory, and related topics. He has long been interested in non-European pidgins, and is the author of a well-received case study entitled 'Mobilian Jargon' (1997) of greater Louisiana. His more recent research has focused on the eastern Pacific.
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