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Publication Date: 1 June 2006 
Alisdair MacIntyre – Selected Essays
Alasdair MacIntyre is one of the most creative and important philosophers working today. For the first time his Selected Essays are collected in two superbly chosen volumes

Volume 1
The Tasks of Philosophy 

How should we respond when some of our basic beliefs are put into question? What makes a human body distinctively human? Why is truth an important good?  These are among the questions explored in this volume. 

Ten of MacIntyre’s most influential essays, written over almost thirty years to 2002, are collected together here for the first time. He reviews different types of relativism, what it is about human beings that cannot be understood by the natural sciences, the relationship between the ends of life and the ends of philosophical writing, and the relationship of moral philosophy to contemporary social practice. 

Volume 2
Ethics and Politics

This volume concentrates particularly on the themes of moral disagreement, moral dilemmas, and truthfulness and its importance. 

The essays range widely in scope, from Aristotle and Aquinas and what we need to learn from them, to our contemporary economic and social structures and the threat which they pose to the realization of the forms of ethical life. All essays were written after the author recognised that, as a philosopher, he was a Thomistic Aristotelian.

Many of these essays adopt a negative and critical stance to the dominant norms, values and institutions of the contemporary social order.

Both volumes will appeal to a wide range of readers across philosophy and especially in moral philosophy, political philosophy, and theology. 

Notes to Editors

About the Author
Alasdair MacIntyre is a Scottish philosopher known mostly for his contributions to moral philosophy. He is widely regarded as one of the world’s greatest living philosophers. He was educated at the institution now known as Queen Mary, University of London and the University of Manchester, and is currently a Senior Research Professor of Philosophy at The University of Notre Dame, Indiana, USA. MacIntyre has taught at many universities in the US, including Boston University, Duke University, Brandeis University, and Vanderbilt University. He is a former president of the American Philosophical Association and is married to the philosopher Lynn Sumida Joy.
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Selected Essays

Alasdair MacIntyre
The Tasks of Philosophy (vol. 1)
Hardback 
0521854377
£ 40.00

Paperback
0521670616
£ 14.99
Ethics and Politics (vol. 2)
Hardback 
0521854385
£ 40.00

Paperback
0521670624
£ 14.99
Publication date 1 June 2006, Cambridge University Press
For more information or to interview the author, please contact Jeff Scott  at Platypus PR on (01273) 692215 / jeff@platypuspr.com,; or Robert George at Cambridge. on (01223) 325742

About Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press is the publishing and printing house of the University of Cambridge. It is an integral part of the University and has similar charitable objectives in advancing knowledge, education, learning and research. For centuries the Press has extended the research and teaching activities of the University by making available worldwide through its printing and publishing a remarkable range of academic and educational books, journals, examination papers and Bibles. For millions of people around the globe, the publications of the Press represent their only real link with the University of Cambridge. http://www.cambridge.org
