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Before you watch 
A Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 

arable cold mountainous 
arid  encroach sandy 
barren hot 

1. Some deserts can be ________________. They’re located in or around a large mountain range. 
2. Most people think that all deserts are ________________ like the beach. 
3. When deserts expand, they threaten our ________________ land. We need that land for 

growing crops.  
4. Some deserts are ________________, which seems strange since I always think of deserts as 

being hot.  
5. We visited the Great Sandy Desert in Australia last year. It was really ________________.  

I think it reached over 100 degrees Fahrenheit while we were there!  
6. Everyone thinks that deserts are ________________, but they’re often full of life. 
7. Most deserts are very hot and ________________. They don’t get much rain or moisture at all. 
8. Deserts can ________________ on (or take over) the lands around them. We must be careful 

to try to prevent that from happening. 
 

 

While you watch 
A Watch the video. Check (✔ ) true or false. 

1. According to the video, animals can’t survive in a desert climate.   True  False 
2. According to the video, desertification is a danger.  True  False 
3. Deserts often have a lot of plants.  True  False  
4. Deserts are only hot and sandy.   True  False 
5. Only lizards live in deserts.    True  False  

B Watch the video. Circle the correct option to complete the sentences. 

1. Deserts are among the most ______ landscapes on earth. 
a. diverse  b. boring  c. arable 

2. Deserts cover approximately ______ of the earth’s land surface. 
a. one-half  b. one-third  c. one-fourth 

3. Only about 10 percent of the world’s deserts are covered with ______. 
a. mountains  b. cracked, arid land c. sand dunes 

4. A desert is defined as an area that has less than 250 millimeters of ______. 
a. rain per year  b. rain per month c. snow per year 

5. Deserts are commonly believed to be ______. 
a. full of life  b. wastelands  c. full of camels 
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6. Despite common beliefs, deserts are often very rich in ______. 
a. lizards  b. people  c. plant life 

7. Many species of animals can survive in the desert because they’ve ______. 
a. been trained to find water  
b. been trained to live under the sand   
c. adapted to the environment 

8. One problem with deserts is that they ______ arable land. 
a. expand and encroach on   
b. ignore  
c. bring down the property value of 

9. The Gobi desert has been expanding. This process is known as ______. 
a. spreading   
b. desertification  
c. seeping all of the water out of the ground 

10. China started ______ to try to keep the Gobi desert from expanding any further. 
a. filling in holes with water to create lakes  
b. planting grasslands   
c. planting trees 

 
After you watch 
A Think about the different kinds of deserts. What did the video teach you about deserts  

that you didn’t already know? Which type of desert would you like to visit? Why? Write  
a paragraph about deserts.  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 


