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Before you watch 
A Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 

 apathetic exploit overfished species subsidize 

1. I can’t believe that we’ve _______________ so many different kinds of fish. We’re not 
leaving enough of them to breed and replace the ones we’ve taken. What would we do if those 
fish became extinct?  

2. It seems so wrong to _______________ fish. We really shouldn’t take advantage of them, and 
there really isn’t anything the poor fish can do to stop us.  

3. There are so many different _______________ of fish. I don’t understand why we don’t try to 
farm more types of fish instead of just killing whole populations. 

4. So many people are _______________ about where their food comes from. They’re not very 
concerned about how our food is caught and killed. 

5. Governments should _______________ fish farms instead of large-scale fishing operations. 
Farmed fish is more environmentally friendly, and it helps to keep wild fish safe. Governments 
should really use their money to support farms before large fishing companies. 

 
While you watch 
A Watch the video. Match the opinion to the speaker. Write the letters a–c. There is one 

opinion that does not belong with any of the speakers. 

1. The biggest issue is overfishing.  ____   a. Patricio 
2. Governments give subsidies.   ____   b. Lorraine 
3. Fish became more affordable.  ____   c. Ashley 
4. Farmed fish is better than wild fish. ____ 
5. The public is apathetic.   ____ 

Left to right: Lorraine, Ashley, and Patricio
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B Watch the video. Check (✔) true or false. 

1. One-half of the world’s fish species have been completely exploited.  True  False  
2. Patricio thinks it’s only a matter of time before the fishing industry  True  False 
 completely fails. 
3. The international community hasn’t been increasing fishing.  True  False  
4. Big commercial fleets are more efficient at finding fish.   True  False  
5. Fish hasn’t become cheaper.  True  False  
6. The fishing industry has been slow to respond to concerns.  True  False  
7. Apathy hasn’t affected the overfishing problem.   True  False  
8. Patricio thinks that the biggest problem is killing too many wild fish.  True  False  
9. Lorraine thinks that the biggest problem is that consumers aren’t   True  False 

interested in eating fish.    
10. Ashley thinks that government subsidies and consumer apathy   True  False 
 are to blame. 

 

After you watch 
A Read the statements and questions about overfishing. Then, write responses that add 

information and focus on a new idea. Try to use the expressions in the box. 

Also,  . .  Additionally, . . . 
And then . . . In addition, . . . 
. . .  as well What’s more, . . . 
. . . not to mention . . . On top of that, . . . 

1. Overfishing is a big problem. What will we do when we’ve made all of the species we eat 
extinct? 

   

  

 

  

2. I think pollution is a bigger problem than overfishing. I mean, humans produce a lot of 
garbage. 

   

  

 

  

3. More people are eating fish because it is a healthier source of protein. But you need to be 
careful about what type of fish you eat. 

   

  

 

  


