
 

               Empower Second Edition Tests 
 
 
There are two types of Empower test available online to students within the course: 

• Unit Progress Tests 
• Mid-Course and End-of-course Competency Tests 

                                          
Unit Progress Tests allow students to demonstrate their learning and understanding of the unit.  
They are focused on helping students to improve, encouraging students to review their answers 
and to do further practice in areas they find more difficult.   
 
Competency Tests are skills-based proficiency tests that measure students’ progress towards the 
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). 
 
These tests together assess progress through the course as well as identifying where students 
are against an international benchmark and providing evidence both ‘of’ and ‘for’ learning. 
 
Unit Progress Tests 
 
Students are directed to the online Unit Progress Tests after they have worked through sections 
A – C in the course book unit. Unit Progress Tests take place after section C in every unit and test 
the content in the unit.   
 

 
 



 

The test focuses on the following areas of content:  
 

• Grammar/Vocabulary and Everyday English.   

 
The student can either take the test in class or the teacher can set the test for homework.   
 
The Unit Progress Tests are automarked and results are available immediately after taking the 
test.  
 

 
 
                                 
 
After the student has taken the Unit Progress Test they receive a result broken down into the 
areas of content.  They can see how they have performed on each of the grammar, vocabulary 
and functional language points covered in the course.  
 

                      
 
 
 
 



 

At this point students can review their test and see what they got right or wrong. 
 

 
 
Students are then directed to a set of relevant exercises in the digital workbook so they can do 
more practice in those areas they found more difficult in the test. 
 

       
 
After completing these exercises students are able to re-attempt those test questions they got 
wrong the first time, thus learning from and having the opportunity to correct their earlier 
mistakes.  The student can then review their test again and this time has access to the correct 
answers. 
 
This feedback loop within the integrated learning and assessment cycle in the unit means 
students are learning and improving through this formative assessment process. 
 
 



 

Mid-course and end-course Competency tests 
 
These tests are a set of 4 Competency Tests that are available to students at the mid-course (end 
of unit 5 or 6) and end-of-course point (end of unit 10 or 12). 
   
These tests are proficiency tests based on the topics in the course and test the four Skills: 
Reading, Listening, Writing and Speaking, measuring against the Common European Framework 
of Reference for Languages (CEFR). 
 

               
 
Reading, Listening and Writing tests are auto-marked.  The Speaking tests are available on 
Cambridge One in the ‘Speaking Test Materials’ section for teachers to carry out face-to-face 
with their students.   
 
Instructions and training on how to run and mark the Speaking tests is available for teachers in 
the ‘Teacher Resources’ area.   
 

         
A student records themselves and uploads this on Cambridge One. The teacher then allocates 
the mark referring to the instructions provided. The teacher awards a score of 1-5 for the test 
and converts this mark to a percentage score using the score mapping provided in the 
instructions.   



 

These percentage marks are inputted by the teacher via the purple ‘marking’ button. There is 
also the opportunity to provide feedback.  The student’s Speaking test result is then displayed on 
the estimated CEFR result screen for each student as shown on the CEFR screen (see final page). 
 

          
 

 

      Empower Second Edition Elementary Tests 

End of Course Speaking, Empower Second Edition Elementary Tests 
Due Oct 29, 2021 at 23:59 

End of Course Competency, Empower Second Edition Elementary Tests 
Due Oct 29, 2021 at 23:59 

You spoke confidently and with clear pronunciation.  You didn’t understand 
every question, but you asked for repetition when needed – well done.  Your 
answers were sometimes quite short, and you took a long time to think of your 
answers to the ‘Tell me about…’ questions. You used a limited range of 
vocabulary in your answers and sometimes you repeated things you said in 
previous questions. Think about what you could add to each of your responses 
to give further information, and also give your opinions when needed to show 
what you know in English. Do some practice speaking at length about common 
topics to build your vocabulary and fluency’. 



 

After taking the Competency Tests the student receives an estimated CEFR level which indicates 
how close the student is to the course target level.  
 

     

                              
 
Print versions 
Print versions of Unit Progress Tests and Competency Tests are also available, as well as the 
audio recordings and answer keys in the teacher’s resources area in Cambridge One.  There are 
two print versions of each unit progress test, with the tasks and items in a different order in each 
version. 
 
Linguaskill 
Students who have done well in their Empower course and are estimated to have achieved the 
course level may want to go on and prove their CEFR level by taking a Linguaskill test.  More 
information on Linguaskill can be found below: 
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/linguaskill/ 

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams-and-tests/linguaskill/

