
Charter of the International Military Tribunal 

Article 1. 

In pursuance of the Agreement signed on the 8th day of August 1945 by the Government of 
the United States of America, the Provisional Government of the French Republic, the 
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the 
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, there shall be established an 
International Military Tribunal (hereinafter called "the Tribunal'') for the just and prompt trial 
and punishment of the major war criminals of the European Axis. 

Article 3. 

Neither the Tribunal, its members nor their alternates can be challenged by the prosecution, 
or by the Defendants or their Counsel.   …  

Article 6. 

The Tribunal established by the Agreement referred to in Article 1 hereof for the trial and 
punishment of the major war criminals of the European Axis countries shall have the power 
to try and punish persons who, acting in the interests of the European Axis countries, 
whether as individuals or as members of organizations, committed any of the following 
crimes. 

The following acts, or any of them, are crimes coming within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal 
for which there shall be individual responsibility: 

(a) CRIMES AGAINST PEACE: namely, planning, preparation, initiation or waging 
of a war of aggression, or a war in violation of international treaties, agreements or 
assurances, or participation in a common plan or conspiracy for the accomplishment 
of any of the foregoing; 

(b) WAR CRIMES: namely, violations of the laws or customs of war. Such violations 
shall include, but not be limited to, murder, ill-treatment or deportation to slave labor 
or for any other purpose of civilian population of or in occupied territory, murder or 
ill-treatment of prisoners of war or persons on the seas, killing of hostages, plunder of 
public or private property, wanton destruction of cities, towns or villages, or 
devastation not justified by military necessity; 

(c) CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY: namely, murder, extermination, enslavement, 
deportation, and other inhumane acts committed against any civilian population, 
before or during the war; or persecutions on political, racial or religious grounds in 



execution of or in connection with any crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal, 
whether or not in violation of the domestic law of the country where perpetrated. 

Leaders, organizers, instigators and accomplices participating in the formulation or execution 
of a common plan or conspiracy to commit any of the foregoing crimes are responsible for 
all acts performed by any persons in execution of such plan. 

Article 7. 

The official position of defendants, whether as Heads of State or responsible officials in 
Government Departments, shall not be considered as freeing them from responsibility or 
mitigating punishment. 

Article 8. 

The fact that the Defendant acted pursuant to order of his Government or of a superior shall 
not free him from responsibility, but may be considered in mitigation of punishment if the 
Tribunal determines that justice so requires. 

Article 12. 

The Tribunal shall have the right to take proceedings against a person charged with crimes 
set out in Article 6 of this Charter in his absence, if he has not been found or if the Tribunal, 
for any reason, finds it necessary, in the interests of justice, to conduct the hearing in his 
absence. 

Article 16. 

In order to ensure fair trial for the Defendants, the following procedure shall be followed: 

(a) The Indictment shall include full particulars specifying in detail the charges against the 
Defendants. A copy of the Indictment and of all the documents lodged with the Indictment, 
translated into a language which he understands, shall be furnished to the Defendant at 
reasonable time before the Trial. 

(b) During any preliminary examination or trial of a Defendant he will have the right to give 
any explanation relevant to the charges made against him. 

(c) A preliminary examination of a Defendant and his Trial shall be conducted in, or 
translated into, a language which the Defendant understands. 

(d) A Defendant shall have the right to conduct his own defense before the Tribunal or to 
have the assistance of Counsel. 



(e) A Defendant shall have the right through himself or through his Counsel to present 
evidence at the Trial in support of his defense, and to cross-examine any witness called by 
the Prosecution. 

Article 19. 

The Tribunal shall not be bound by technical rules of evidence. It shall adopt and apply to the 
greatest possible extent expeditious and nontechnical procedure, and shall admit any 
evidence which it deems to be of probative value. 

Article 26. 

The judgment of the Tribunal as to the guilt or the innocence of any Defendant shall give the 
reasons on which it is based, and shall be final and not subject to review. 

Article 27. 

The Tribunal shall have the right to impose upon a Defendant, on conviction, death or such 
other punishment as shall be determined by it to be just. 

 


