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After observing Comet Halley 1910, Chandra, a civil servant in Bagchar, Jessore, India purchased a small telescope. A self educated astronomer, he reported his discovery of Nova Aquila-3 to Harvard Observatory in 1918, and then joined AAVSO. In 1926, the Association loaned him a 6–inch telescope donated by Charles W. Elmer. A member of the BAA-VSS and AFOEV, in 1928 Chandra received the French Officer d’Academic Brevet and Badge for his astronomical work. Between 1920 and 1954, Chandra reported a total of 37,215 observations. The Elmer telescope passed to M. K. Vainu Bappu, who earned Ph.D. in astronomy at Harvard. Chandra helped found astronomy education programs for at least two institutions for young people in India.
