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South African law is confusing, not only to outsiders, but to
residents of the country. The chief difficulties arise from the
fact that different systems of law exist side by side, changes in
society often causing problems as to which system to use.
Some of the most important of these conflicts are to be seen in
the law of Succession, for there is a lack of reconciliation
between native law and general law on this subject.

This new work is the first of its kind, and in it Mr. Kerr has
discussed all these problems, and the solutions to them
adopted in South Africa. It covers all statutes of general
application and the law of the Nguni tribes of the Cape and
Natal in particular, providing a clear and detailed exposition
of principle together with numerous references to, and
quotations from, authority. It will be of the greatest assistance
to judicial officers, administrators, legal practitioners and
students. Tables of Cases and of Statutes allow quick and
easy reference to authority.
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" For the most part, Customary Law in Buganda is unwritten.
Yet this part of the Law still greatly affects the rights and
duties of our people. Written works, like this one, import into
customary law that certainty and predictability necessary in
any legal system . . .
" For the last sixty years the Kiganda customary law and
English law have worked closely side by side to produce
progress and peace of mind among our people. This is a very
good indication that the two systems are not repugnant but
complementary to each other. The result of the interaction of
the Kiganda customary law and English law must be as clearly
ascertained as possible. This book happily reveals that the
issue of marriage between the two systems, which are com-
patible but yet unlike in various instances, has been, and is
likely to continue to be, at least satisfactory.
" Mr. Haydon's application and scholarship throw an
exceptionally bright beam of light on ' the development of
Buganda Customary Law and the Buganda judicial institu-
tions from the middle of the last century until the present day ',
to quote the author himself. I am glad to be able to say that
this book will be very useful to the legal profession, the lay
reader and research students."

Excerpts from the Foreword by J . P. MUSOKE, Minister
of Justice in the Government of His Highness the Kabaka

of Buganda.
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