
to inform policy and practice. Thus, the aim of this study, as part
of a larger project, is to review key international and Australian
policies about data on internal displacement due to disasters.
Method:We conducted a desk review of key international pol-
icies, such as the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction and from the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), as well
as Australian policies such as the Australian Disaster
Preparedness Framework, Emergency Management
Arrangements Handbook and even state level emergency legis-
lation/acts and plans to understand the data collection and sup-
ports and services provided to those who become displaced due
to disasters.
Results: This review found that both international and
Australian policies lacked specific focus on internal displace-
ment, despite it being a key issue. While international policies
and procedures in low income countries exist, in particular
where the international humanitarian system is operational, this
review found that Australia lacked specific focus on internal
displacement.
Conclusion: Data on displacement due to disasters, including
the number of people displaced, and the patterns of their dis-
placement is critical to inform better policies on prevention,
emergency planning, evacuation response and finally to improve
the support that people who are experiencing displacement
receive.
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The Growing Needs of Internally Displaced People in
High-income Countries: Extending the Scope of Internal
Displacement
Suzanne Cross PhD, Revathi Krishna PhD, Caroline Spencer
PhD, Jonathan Abrahams MPH, Frank Archer PhD
Monash University Accident Research Centre, Monash University,
Melbourne, Australia

Introduction:The concept of disaster related internal displace-
ment is typically seen as something that occurs in low-income
countries and is rarely considered in the setting of high-income
countries. This leads to a paucity of data to support contextually
appropriate best practices to address displacement. This
research, funded by the Australian government, explores the
lived experiences of those faced with forced displacement from
disasters in high-income countries and aims to improve out-
comes for this vulnerable cohort.
Method: The first phase of the research, guided by a broad-
based Steering Group, included a rapid literature review and
thematic analysis of peer-reviewed literature of disaster related,
internal displacement in high-income countries, including
Australia.
Results: The peer reviewed literature review identified only 12
papers that met the inclusion criteria. The literature from
Australia and other developed countries indicated that internal

displacement is a prominent feature of disaster impacts and that
needs are complex, dynamic and diverse. Common themes of
need were revealed: the need for the development of an evolving
displacement policy framework to support human rights; the
co-creation, coordination and provision of timely and flexible
support services, and on-going data collection and sharing.
No displacement, specific frameworks, measurable thresholds,
or central data registries exist at federal or state government lev-
els in Australia to support these needs.
Conclusion: Inclusive policies, practices, and resources are
required in Australia to support assets of displaced people
and address their unmet needs in disasters, which also remain
largely unmet in other high-income countries. Australia can
learn from all countries faced with the challenges of managing
displacement and also share its own experiences. Furthermore,
it is recommended that WADEM consider extending its cur-
rent Position Statement relating to Refugees and Internally
Displaced Persons to include high-income countries based
on the findings of our study and other sources.
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Advancing Delivery of Emergency Care in Honduras:
Implementing a Triage System
Killiam Argote-Araméndiz MD1,2, Cristel Yi RN2, Sara Juárez
RN3, Fabiola Melgar RN3, Raquel Crúz RN3, Ico Bautista-
García RN2, Javier Martínez-Pérez RN2, María Rodlán-
Córdoba RN2, Hector Apolinar-Menéndez MD2

1. BIDMC Fellowship in Disaster Medicine, Boston, USA
2. International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva, Switzerland
3. Hospital Escuela, Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Introduction:Overcrowding in the Emergency Room (ER) is
a worldwide phenomenon affecting healthcare professionals'
ability to apply life-saving interventions to critically wounded
and sick patients. Implementing a routine triage system allows
the early recognition and treatment of critical conditions such
as polytrauma, difficulty in breathing, shock, and altered men-
tal status. Furthermore, a triage system allows the prioritiza-
tion of patients and the delivery of timely care. We describe
the improvements in patient care for the critically ill through
the implementation of a triage system in Hospital Escuela
(HE), a 1306-bed, academic, tertiary care hospital in
Honduras
Method:Demographic data was recovered through paper triage
forms from January 2020 until December 2021. From January
2022 to June 2022, the data was primarily recovered from digital
triage forms. The data was consolidated, analyzed, and inter-
preted using Microsoft Excel.
Results: During the thirty-month period, there were 161,848
triage consults, with 2.7% being critically wounded and sick
patients, classified “red” according to the triage system. Most
cases were triaged as yellow (53%), followed by green
(23.6%), and then orange (15.8%). Some triage forms (5%)
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did not assign classifications. One-third (33.4%) of consults
were diverted from the ER to the Triage and Urgent Care
Room (SATU for the acronym in Spanish). Trauma-related
cases accounted for 26.2% of the consults with 3.6% of the over-
all being weapon wounded.
Conclusion: Implementing a triage system in HE enhanced
the recognition and treatment of critically wounded and sick
patients. This system has improved patient flow and the use
of clinical space in the ER by diverting low-acuity patients to
the SATU. Multi-disciplinary collaboration among healthcare
professionals has also improved and the need to create a central-
ized Resuscitation Room was recognized.
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Threat Awareness Training for Non-Governmental
Organizations Deploying Humanitarian Aid Workers into
Conflict Environments
Derrick Tin MD, Terri Davis MD, Ryan Hata MD,
Michael Court MD, Fadi Issa MD, Alexander Hart MD,
Amalia Voskanyan, Gregory Ciottone MD
BIDMC/Harvard Medical School, Boston, USA

Introduction: The current war in Ukraine and the subsequent
deployment of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
from around the world has highlighted the many potential dan-
gers faced by humanitarian aid workers operating in conflict
zones. Humanitarian aid workers may face both direct and indi-
rect threats and aggression whilst on deployment, and given the
rising number of global conflicts, the authors postulate a need to
incorporate threat awareness training as part of pre-deployment
training.
Method: A list of the top 22 rated NGOs providing
international aid was obtained from CharityWatch. All 22 were
contacted via their public email addresses or website contact
pages to find out if they provide any form of security, tactical,
or threat awareness training.
Results: Seven of the 13 NGOs that responded did not deploy
staff into recent conflict zones or surroundings. All six NGOs
who deployed staff into Ukraine or surrounding border coun-
tries, provided either security, tactical, or threat awareness train-
ing to their staff.
Conclusion: With the rising number of conflicts and disasters
around the world, humanitarian aid workers are increasingly
exposed to hostile environments and there is a compelling need
for NGOs to ensure staff are adequately trained and prepared to
handle any dangers and threats they may face.
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Humanitarian Aid in Disaster Management; A Developing
Country's Experience, Nigerian Red Cross Society Lagos
State Branch Perspective
Victoria Kolawole MPA
Nigerian Red Cross Society, Lagos, Nigeria. Institute of Global Peace
and Conflict Management, Lagos, Nigeria

Introduction: Humanitarian aid is an important part of an
emergency response to Disasters and crises situations. When
a community or a country is hit by disasters, urgent responses
are needed to save lives and provide for the basic needs of
the people affected. Humanitarian actors like the Nigerian
Red Cross Society, play a vital role in these urgent actions
and the aid they provide is fundamental to crisis responses.
Responses to humanitarian emergencies involve the mobiliza-
tion of resources.

The Nigerian Red Cross Society, Lagos State Branch carried
out some humanitarian actions for Lagos State populace during
the peak of the Covid 19 pandemic in the year 2020 and also in
2021 with the support of well meaning Nigerians, IHS, and the
British Red Cross who donated, supported and sponsored the
activities.

The offshoot of the COVID-19 operation which subjected
us to an extremely helpless corner, was the high magnitude of
the most vulnerable people crying out for food in different sub-
urbs and slums of Lagos following the State’s lockdown.
Method: Humanitarian assistance was delivered based on
assessed needs, and according to the humanitarian principles
of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence, which
is the fundamental principles of the Red Cross movement. The
methodology of the Humanitarian Aid used includes the
following:

1. Rapid Assessment
a. Criteria to be used
b. Questionnaire Guide
c. Checklist
d. Rapid Assessment Form
2. Compilation of Information obtained from the Rapid

Assessment carried:
3. Validation of Data
4. Data Analysis
5. Delivery

Results: The outcome was to limit the impact of Covid 19 and
help people return to normal. The anticipated effect of the
intervention on the members of the communities was achieved.
Conclusion:Nigerian Red Cross Society Lagos State Branch’s
humanitarian investments have been able to save lives, reduced
suffering and restored human dignity.
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