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Publication Policy

The role of the American Bar Foundation is to create and disseminate knowledge about law and the
workings of the legal profession and legal institutions. With that purpose in mind, the American Bar
Foundation Research Journal invites the submission of unsolicited articles and research notes by
lawyers, legal academics, social scientists, and other scholars. The Journal publishes articles on the
legal profession, the provision of legal services, the operation of legal institutions, trends and policy
developments in the law, and related topics. Recognizing that a variety of disciplines and approaches
can contribute to knowledge of the legal system, the Journal strives to be multidisciplinary and pub
lishes empirical, doctrinal, and theoretical analyses. The analyses, conclusions, and opinions ex
pressed are those of the authors and not those of the American Bar Foundation, its officers and direc
tors, research staff, or others associated with the Foundation's work.

Manuscript Evaluation: To ensure informed publication decisions, the Journal employs a refereed
publication process. Articles and research notes that the Editors deem potentially appropriate for the
Journal are normally evaluated by two or more reviewers chosen on the basis of their familiarity with
the subject matter and the research methods. Manuscripts produced by scholars affiliated with the
Foundation are evaluated by the same process as outside manuscripts and are not accorded priority in
publication.

Submission ofManuscripts: Manuscripts submitted to the Journal should be typed double spaced
and be accompanied by an abstract of not more than 150 words. Because it is preferred that an
author's identity not be disclosed when a manuscript is sent to reviewers, the author's name, creden
tials, institutional affiliation, and any acknowledgments should appear only on the cover sheet or
other separate pages.

To avoid placing unnecessary burdens on reviewers, the Editors request that manuscripts be submit
ted only if the author is committed to publication in the Journal if the manuscript is accepted. If a
manuscript is submitted that is under consideration by another journal, that fact should be disclosed
to the Editors at the time of submission. The Editors will make publication decisions promptly, usually
about two months after submission.

Editing ofAccepted Manuscripts: All manuscripts accepted for publication will be edited for style
by the Journal's professional editorial staff in consultation with the author. The editorial staff does
not check citations. Authors of articles see both edited manuscript and galleys.

Reprints to Authors: Without charge, the Journal provides to authors of articles 50 reprints of each
published article or research note and 5 copies of the issue in which it appears; to authors of review es
says and book reviews, 25 reprints and 1 copy of the issue.

Republication Rights: The Foundation will normally permit authors to republish or use their manu
scripts after publication in the Journal, but the Journal will have the right to first publication of edited
manuscripts. The Journal will retain the right to republish manuscripts as reprints or as part of any
reproduction of the issue or volume in which they appear, by any means, including without limit elec
tronic means or microfilm.

Comments and Responses: comments on or responses to articles or reviews in the form of brief,
scholarly statements will be published at the discretion of the Editors or Review Section Editor.
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