
Editor's Corner

Examining Reagan's Success

Can Ronald Reagan's enormous electoral
success be translated into permanent
Republican gains? Has the American
electorate in fact shifted to the right?
What are we to make of Reagan's land-
slide in November? This issue of PS ad-
dresses these questions.

The 1984 election was different in one
important respect from that of 1980, ac-
cording to Laurily Epstein. Party loyalty
seems to have shifted toward the Repub-
lican party. This change, of course, sig-
nals a party realignment and suggests

that Reagan's success is less like that of
Eisenhower and more like FDR's. More-
over, there is substantial evidence that
the white South has already undergone
this Republican transformation and that
many new voters are entering the elec-
torate as Republicans.

There are some difficulties with this inter-
pretation, the most important of which is
that party identification may not mean
very much any more, as Seymour Martin
Lipset points out. Moreover, too much
emphasis is being placed on the party in
the electorate and too little on the party
as an organization or the party in govern-
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Offer Your Students
a First-hand View of
Congress in Action

• • • • • • > • • • •
WE THE PEOPLE

For more information about how you might use
Congress: We The People call 1-800-LEARNER.
For review copies of the Study Guide and Faculty
Guide which have been designed to accompany
the series call the American Political Science
Association, 1-202-483-2512.

Educational Excellence
Through Ttelecomnnuii<!ations

A An Annenberg/CPB Project

Congress: We The People is an
exciting new resource for political
science courses on Congress and
the legislative process.

The series includes 26 half-hour
video cassettes that show the day-
to-day activities of Congress and
provide analysis and commentary
by leading political scientists.

Faculty are finding that Con*
gress: We The People is an excel-
lent supplement to existing courses.
Among the topics addressed are:
congressional elections; committee
leadership; lobbying; constituent
relations; lawmaking; budgeting;
ethics; and congressional relations
with the President, courts and the
media.

The series is also being used
as a complete broadcast telecourse
for students who complete most of
their study off-campus, and as a
resource for noncredit and informal
study.

Congress: We The People is
hosted by Norman Ornstein, Cath-
olic University, and Edwin Newman,
noted journalist. It was produced
by the American Political Science
Association and WETA, the public
television station in Washington, D.C.

A special feature of Congress:
We The People is its adaptation
for use with any of following three
commonly used textbooks:

• Congress and Its Members by
Roger H. Davidson and Walter J.
Oleszek, Congressional Quarterly
Press, Washington, D.C, 1981.

• The United State Congress:
People, Places and Policy by
Charles O. Jones, the Dorsey
Press, Homewood, Illinois, 1982.

• Congress: Process and Policy
by Randall B. Ripley, W.W. Norton
and Company, New York, 1983.
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The 1984 Lasswell Symposium:
The Relationship Between Political Language

and Political Reality

Murray Edelman
Jean Bethke Eishtain

Editor's Note: The original versions of these articles were presented as Lasswell Sym-
posium lectures at APSA's 1984 annual meeting in Washington, D.C. Hanna Pitkin
also delivered a lecture for the Symposium. Being selected to participate in the
Lasswell Symposium, whose moderator this year was John S. Nelson, is one of the
major honors of the profession.
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