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Introduction: It is critical to understand how gender relations
shape women’s and men’s lives to enhance their resilience
toward disaster because women and men have different roles,
responsibilities, and access to resources. Unequal participation
between women and men in a disaster risk reduction program
will influence how each can be affected by various hazards, and
how they will cope with and recover from disaster. Even though
women are often considered to have incredible resilience and
capacity to survive in the face of disasters, they also experience
a range of gender-specific vulnerabilities.
Aim: This study aims to evaluate women’s participation in
current efforts of the Disaster-Resilient Village Program
and to develop a conceptual framework for implementing
gender-based a disaster resilience program at the community
level.
Methods: This study employed a mixed-method approach and
adopted several major activities including literature review,
interview, focus group discussion, and a questionnaire survey
with a total of 300 respondents. Three selected villages in Aceh
Besar District, Aceh Province, were the study area of this study.
Results: By using descriptive and inferential statistics, this
study proposed a gender-based framework for implementing
Disaster-Resilient Village Program.
Discussion: This framework contributes to the emerging
literature on gender-based disaster risk reduction andmay assist
policymakers in formulating regulations related to the community-
based disaster risk management program. On the practical front,
this study provided indicators to practitioners regarding some
conditions that should be taken into account whenmainstream-
ing gender in community-based disaster risk management
programs. This study offered an original contribution to the
existing bodies of knowledge on gender studies in disaster risk
reduction efforts.
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Introduction:Globally, women are considered to be more vul-
nerable during disasters. South Asia including India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, and Nepal experience many
disasters, and are also ranked lowest on the gender equality
index.Women of these countries tend to face many health chal-
lenges while staying at evacuation centers after disasters.
Aim: This study highlights the health challenges South Asian
women face while staying in evacuation centers after disasters.
Methods:Anarrative review was conducted using the keywords,
“women after disaster,” “evacuation centers,” and “emergency
health care.” Literature identified from the references were
also added until reaching saturation. 47 articles were obtained
through Elsevier, Google Scholar, Scopus, and ProQuest.
Results: Women in shelters in South Asian countries experi-
enced many health challenges including genito-urinary tract
infections (studies from India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh),
increased maternal mortality (Nepal and Pakistan), and sexual
assault with resulting unwanted pregnancies and sexually trans-
mitted diseases, includingHIV (Nepal). Factors that contributed
were the unavailability of separate toilets, inadequate sanitation,
lack of sanitary supplies, and inadequate childbirth andmaternity
care resources. Rape victims at the shelters of Myanmar received
delayed medical treatments, causing long-term health compli-
cations. Post-disaster stress and trauma were evident among
women at the shelters initiated by insecurity, fear of abuse,
and unfair relief distribution.
Discussion: Women face certain challenges when staying in
evacuation shelters in South Asian countries, which impacts their
wellbeing after disasters. It is important to recognize women’s
special requirements and to preserve women’s rights while devel-
oping disaster preparedness strategies. Socio-cultural perspectives
of the disaster-prone areas should be considered at the policy
planning level to ensure an effective and practical health-safety
system. Additionally, further research focusing on women’s
wellbeing at the evacuation centers is required to inform and over-
come health challenges faced by women living in the shelters.
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