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In Pacifism and Nonviolence in Contemporary Islamic Philosophy,
Tom Woerner-Powell combines historical analysis and contemporary
interviews with Muslim peace advocates in an effort to develop an
empirically grounded survey of Islamic philosophies of nonviolence
and a general analysis of the phenomenon. The first monograph on
Islamic nonviolence to engage substantively with contemporary debates
in the field of moral philosophy, his study is critical and descriptive
rather than apologetic and polemical. His approach is both multidisci-
plinary and interdisciplinary. Drawing on methods from the fields of
peace studies, Islamic studies, and moral philosophy, he identifies,
critiques, and addresses the shortcomings within the dominant
approaches in these fields regarding the question of pacifism and non-
violence in contemporary Islam. Woerner-Powell’s book sheds new
light not only on Islamic cases of nonviolence but also on the manner
in which Islamic thought might play a larger role in secular and
inter-religious debates. This title is also available as Open Access on
Cambridge Core.

TomWoerner-Powell is Senior Lecturer in Modern Islam at the University
of Manchester. He is a recipient of the Foundation Ousseimi Prix de la
Tolérance. His book Another Road to Damascus won the BRAIS-
DeGruyter Prize in the Study of Islam and the Muslim World.

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009573993
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.37, on 12 Aug 2025 at 04:46:24, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009573993
https://www.cambridge.org/core


use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009573993
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.37, on 12 Aug 2025 at 04:46:24, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009573993
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Pacifism and Nonviolence in
Contemporary Islamic Philosophy

Mapping the Paths of Peace

TOM WOERNER-POWELL
University of Manchester

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009573993
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.37, on 12 Aug 2025 at 04:46:24, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009573993
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, th Floor, New York, NY , USA

 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC , Australia

–, rd Floor, Plot , Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – , India

 Penang Road, #–/, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/

DOI: ./

© Tom Woerner-Powell 

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, with the exception of the Creative Commons
version the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/./ under a
Creative Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC . which permits re-use, distribution
and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing appropriate credit
to the original work is given and any changes made are indicated. To view a copy of this

license visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI ./

First published 

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
NAMES: Woerner-Powell, Tom, – author.

TITLE: Pacifism and nonviolence in contemporary Islamic philosophy : mapping the paths of
peace / Tom Woerner-Powell, University of Manchester.

DESCRIPTION: New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, [] | Includes bibliographical
references and index.

IDENTIFIERS: LCCN  (print) | LCCN  (ebook) | ISBN 

(hardback) | ISBN  (paperback) | ISBN  (epub)
SUBJECTS: LCSH: Pacifism–Religious aspects–Islam. | Nonviolence–Religious aspects–Islam. |

Islamic philosophy.
CLASSIFICATION: LCC BP..P W  (print) | LCC BP..P (ebook) |

DDC /.–dc/eng/
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/

ISBN ---- Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009573993
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.37, on 12 Aug 2025 at 04:46:24, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009573986
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009573986
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009573986
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009573993
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009573993
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024042970
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024042970
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024042970
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024042971
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024042971
https://lccn.loc.gov/2024042971
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009573993
https://www.cambridge.org/core

