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pleasant reverses of the usual trend. 'Conservation works!', says the author; he might
have mentioned such bodies as the RSPB which has restored the avocet, black-tailed
godwit and osprey, the Nature Conservancy Council and the county conservation
trusts, which, by acquiring habitats before it is too late, are making it work.

The book, which is published in association with the World Wildlife Fund, is well
illustrated with good monochrome photographs.

JOHN CLEGG

Vanishing Birds—their Natural History and Conservation, by Tim Halliday.
Sedgwick and Jackson, £7.50.

Evolution inevitably entails the extinction of less well-adapted species, but the rate has
increased drastically, with 217 species or local races of birds known to have vanished in
the last 400 years. Dr Halliday describes how this happened—and discusses the many
other birds at risk—with a wealth of historical detail and biological insight, illustrating
many with his own attractive paintings and drawings. He shows how man, increasing in
numbers and destructive capacity, has been the main cause of extinctions—through
habitat destruction, the introduction of predators on islands, excessive hunting, and
pesticides and other pollutants. He examines in detail four classic cases of extinction—
the dodo, the solitaire, the great auk and the pink-headed duck, then looks at extinct and
endangered birds in North America, New Zealand, Europe and Australia. A special
chapter is devoted to birds on islands, the most vulnerable of all, accounting for 200 of
the 217 cases of recent extinction. He does not attempt to deal with all extinct or
endangered birds, and some examination of such species in Asia, Africa and South
America— where the major habitat threat of the present time, the destruction of tropical
forests, may lead (and perhaps has already done so) to the loss of species whose habits are
largely unknown—would have added to the value of this fascinating survey.

In his final chapter, considering the conservation of endangered birds, he stresses the
ecological arguments for conservation, which implies putting the main emphasis on the
maintenance of diverse and healthy habitats, so providing for a satisfying variety of all
species, as well as endangered ones. He also discusses briefly other modern techniques,
from captive breeding to the imaginative transplanting experiments in New Zealand,
which may be the last resort in critical cases. The outlook is not entirely bleak, for no
bird is known to have become extinct since 1945 (and several thought to have vanished
have been found again), while man is slowly learning to control some of his worst
excesses. Little will avail, however, if an early halt is not called to the rape of major
habitats.

STANLEY CRAMP

A Field Guide to the Reptiles and Amphibians of Britain and Europe, by E.N.
Arnold and J.A. Burton, illustrated by D.W. Ovenden. Collins, £4.95.

This long-awaited book, which resembles the US field guides to amphibians and
reptiles, very largely replaces Alfred Leutscher's 1962 translation of Walter Hellmich's
1956 work, in its own time useful on a semi-popular level for the keeper of European
herpetofauna in vivaria. Written for UK-based field herpetologists, the guide places
observations of species into the perspective of the European land mass. For the sake of
simplification sub-specific taxonomy is not taken into account, and the authors wisely
avoid confusion in a field guide of this scope by keeping firmly to the species level.

The general descriptions and introductory sections are obviously the result of sound
academic and practical experience, as well as an enthusiasm for the subject. Neither
casual field collection for its own sake nor the keeping of species as pets is encouraged,
while observation in the wild and the annotation of records for future reference are. It is
a pity that in this otherwise excellent field guide some of the colour plates (first class
drawings) have been reduced to about one-third smaller than indicated in the authors'
legends. On the other hand, it is very nice to have the range of colour variations for some
widely distributed species.
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