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Notes for contributors

Scope The journal aims to provide a comprehensive view of the
conservation of wild species of fauna and flora. It welcomes origi-
nal, succinct and up-to-date papers for rapid publication on all
aspects of species conservation, particularly material that has
potential to improve conservation efforts and that enhances under-
standing of conservation needs.

Readership The readership is broadly based and global. It
includes conservation professionals, members of academic institu-
tions specializing in wildlife conservation, government depart-
ments, non-governmental conservation organizations, students in
conservation-related disciplines and interested members of the gen-
eral public.

Submissions Manuscripts should be sent to The Editor, Oryx -
The International Journal of Conservation, FFI, Great Eastern
House, Tenison Road, Cambridge CB1 2TT, UK.

Papers (2000-7000 words) are invited on topics relevant to the
journal's main focus, including:

• Field research on the status and distribution of threatened
species

• Reviews of the status and distribution of individual species or
taxonomic groups

• Reviews of conservation policy and legislation at international,
national and local levels

• Planning for species and biodiversity conservation

• The working of international conservation conventions

• The nature and results of practical conservation initiatives by
governmental and non-governmental organizations, especially
analytical case studies

• Research on the sustainable use of wild species

• The history of conservation, including the role of key people,
organizations and initiatives.

Short Communications (< 2000 words) are invited on: research
results that have important implications for conservation; wild
species or habitats under immediate threat; new legislation, protected
areas or conservation initiatives; and conservation gains and losses.

Papers and Short Communications are considered on the under-
standing that their contents have not been published, or submitted
for publication, elsewhere. A covering letter accompanying the
manuscript should confirm this. If there is any overlap with other
papers, e.g. in press or in preparation, this should be stated and the
papers in question sent to the editor. The corresponding author
must confirm that all authors are aware that the manuscript has
been submitted.

Manuscripts are subject to peer review by at least two referees in
liaison with one of the Senior Editors. It is helpful if authors sug-
gest at least one appropriate referee.

After acceptance papers may be edited to enhance clarity. Where
major changes have been made edited manuscripts are returned to
authors before typesetting. Page proofs are sent to authors for
approval. Contributors receive two free copies of the journal and
may buy additional copies and offprints.

The editor would also be pleased to receive contributions to:

Opinion Contributions (< 700 words) to current conservation
thinking, usually referring to material published in previous issues
of the journal.

Briefly Concise reports (< 175 words) on news of general conser-
vation interest.

Announcements Grants, research opportunities, meetings.

Preparation of manuscripts Contributions should be in
English and three copies should be submitted, double-spaced on A4
paper, with a left-hand margin of at least 40 mm. Pages and lines
should be numbered. E-mail submissions are acceptable but should
be followed by a printed copy. The journal welcomes manuscripts
on disk after acceptance.

The cover page should contain the title of the paper (not exceed-
ing 20 words, a running head of no more than 40 characters, a word
count from the start of the text to the end of the references, the full
mailing address, E-mail address and address at the time the
research was carried out of the corresponding author, and the
names and addresses of additional authors.

Abstract (100-250 words) This should describe the purpose of the
paper, the major findings and main conclusions. It should be infor-
mative and intelligible without reference to the text. Five keywords
relevant for literature searching should be supplied.

Bioske tches are invited, describing the affiliations and main
research interests of the corresponding author (up to 150 words) or
of up to three authors (300 words in total).

Footnotes should be avoided if possible.

References should be cited in the text as, for example,
Hardcastle & Wilson (1996) or (Leadbeater, 1996). Where there are
three or more authors use the first author's surname followed by
et al. Multiple references should be listed in chronological order.
The reference list should be in alphabetical order and include the
full article title. Titles of serial publications should be given in full.
References at the end of the paper should follow the Harvard sys-
tem. Examples of house style can be found in the journal and on the
journal website.

Figures and maps should be in black ink on strong white or translu-
cent paper and should be labelled in a size that will be legible when
reduced to published size (either 165,107.5 or 79 mm wide). Ilustrations
should be glossy, black-and-white whole-plate prints or good colour
slides.

Electronic artwork We would like to receive your artwork in
electronic form. Please save vector graphics (e.g. line artwork) in
Encapsulated Postcript Format (EPS), and bitmap files (e.g. half-tones)
in Tagged Image File Format (TIFF). Ideally, vector graphics that have
been saved in metafile (.WMF) or pict (.PCT) format should be
embedded within the body of the text file. Detailed information on our
digital illustration standards is available on the BSL Homepage at:
http://www.blackwell-science.com/elecmed/authors.htm

Tables should be self-explanatory and printed on a separate sheet
with an appropriate caption.

Species ' names should follow a named checklist, which should be
mentioned in a covering letter. The first time a species is mentioned
its scientific name should follow without intervening punctuation:
thus, African elephant Loxodonta africana. English names should be in
lower case throughout except where they incorporate a proper name.

Oryx is covered by Biological Abstracts, BIOBASE/Current Awareness
in Biological Sciences, Current Contents Agriculture, Biology and
Environmental Science, Science Citation Index, SciSearch, Research Alert
and Ecology Abstracts.
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