
reached through the author’s quantitative analysis. The stories are not ones of war captives,
but instead of individuals who found themselves in the holds of slave ships largely as a result
of “trickery, judicial proceedings, or even voluntary enslavement”. It is to be hoped that
other scholars will be able to find further qualitative sources that can extend this analysis.
My main criticism of the book is with its claim to be an analysis of the West Central

African slave trade. With the exception of Chapter one, which makes use of the author’s
contributions to the Transatlantic Slave Trade Database, the vast majority of the data and
analysis is for the Angolan region and in particular on Luanda. This is, of course, driven by
the availability of sources and the fact that there was a permanent Portuguese presence in
this part of the coast means that there are far more sources available. However, far more
research is clearly required for other parts of theWest Central African coast, in particular the
Loango coast. This caveat aside, this will be an important book for those looking to better
understand the history of the transatlantic slave trade in West Central Africa in the era of
abolition and its impact on the people, politics and societies of the region.

Angus Dalrymple-Smith
Department of Rural and Environmental History
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CHOPRA, RUMA. Almost Home. Maroons between Slavery and Freedom in
Jamaica, Nova Scotia, and Sierra Leone. Yale University Press, New Haven
(CT) [etc.] 2018. viii, 313 pp. Ill. Maps. $35.00.

This is an impressive book. Inspired by Mavis C. Campbell’s three separate books on the
Trelawny Town Maroons of Jamaica, who were deported to Nova Scotia, Canada, in 1796
and relocated to Sierra Leone in West Africa in 1800,1 Ruma Chopra takes up Campbell’s
“challenge to put the Trelawney [sic] Town Maroons’ migrations within a single frame-
work” (p. 199) and admirably succeeds in her goal. The Trelawny Town Maroons, des-
cendants of enslaved people from Africa, were the largest community of escaped slaves
(about 660 persons) in the British plantation colony of Jamaica, and Chopra situates their
serial migrations within the complexities of slavery and the anti-slavery movement in the
colonial British Atlantic context, giving them a place in global history.
The book is divided into three sections, on Jamaica, Nova Scotia, and Sierra Leone, with

an Introduction and Epilogue. The Introduction provides an overview of the Trelawny
TownMaroons and the argument of the book. Chopra argues that following the 1738–1739
treaties between the planters and the Jamaican Maroons, “the Maroons served as a buffer
between the slaves and the planters, preserving white freedom and black slavery” (p. 1) by

1. Mavis C. Campbell, The Maroons of Jamaica 1655–1796: A History of Resistance, Collabora-
tion and Betrayal (Granby, MA, 1988); Mavis C. Campbell, Nova Scotia and the Fighting Mar-
oons: A Documentary History (Williamsburg, VA, 1990); Mavis C. Campbell, Back to Africa:
George Ross and the Maroons from Nova Scotia to Sierra Leone (Trenton, NJ, 1993).
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capturing and returning runaway slaves, and that “[b]y the 1790s over 75 percent of Maroon
men had creolized by taking on the names of their white patrons” (p. 4). However, fol-
lowing the Second Maroon War between the planters and the Trelawny Town Maroons in
1795–1796, these Maroons (who surrendered) were betrayed by the colonists and deported
toNova Scotia in 1796. Chopra sees her work as making three major contributions. First, by
focusing on the Trelawny Town Maroons in three British colonies, it captures “the possi-
bilities and contradictions of antislavery discourse during a moment of British expansion-
ism” (pp. 5–6). Second, by exploring the relationship between the Maroons and their white
patrons, it situates “the Maroons within a history of loyalism as well as the history of
slavery” (p. 9). Third, by also placing the Maroons “within the framework of immigration
and creolization” (p.10), she highlights the Maroons’ strategy of accommodation as well as
resistance.
The first section on Jamaica has three chapters. Chapter one, “War”, provides more detail

on the six Maroon communities in Jamaica’s mountains, including their two colonial wars
and treaties, and then focuses on the Second Maroon War between Trelawny Town and the
colonists (who had varying views on theMaroons). Chapter two, “Bloodhounds”, describes
the use of Cuban bloodhounds by Governor Balcarres in the Trelawny Town war, the
humanitarian debates in Britain and Jamaica about the bloodhounds, and the surrender of
the Maroons. Chapter three, “Deportation”, outlines the controversial deportation of the
Maroons to Canada and the arrival of 568 Maroons (with two Superintendents) at the
garrison of Halifax, Nova Scotia, where they were met by the Anglican Governor Sir John
Wentworth.
The second section on Nova Scotia likewise has three chapters. Chapter four, “Conver-

sion”, describes Governor Wentworth’s vision of “civilizing” the Maroons through reli-
gious conversion and farming. The Maroons (settled at Preston and Boydville) adopted a
strategy of “studied humility” (p. 81), provided wage labour to build fortifications against
French invasion, were favourably distinguished from Black Loyalist ex-slaves, and viewed
as the black equivalent of the native Mi’kmaq Indians. However, Wentworth was unable to
Christianize the Maroons, who retained their creolized Jamaican culture, resisted farming
and longed for home. Chapter five, “Winter”, outlines the start of the Maroons’ crusade
against both their banishment and the cold and the humanitarian debates in Canada and
Britain about the exiled Maroons. Chapter six, “Resistance”, focuses on the escalation of
Maroon resistance to settlement inNova Scotia, their numerous petitions to sympathizers in
Britain, the British Secretary of State’s plan to relocate the Maroons to Sierra Leone (where
some Black Loyalists had settled in 1792), and the arrival of 551 Maroons with their
Superintendent George Ross (Scottish agent for the Sierra Leone Company) at Freetown
in 1800.
The third section comprises two chapters on Sierra Leone. Chapter seven, “Crisis”,

outlines the welcome to the Maroons by Governor Thomas Ludlam at Freetown, especially
as the Nova Scotian Black Loyalists had just revolted against establishing a plantation
society (without slavery). Although the Maroons refused to sign papers regulating their
behaviour, they expressed loyalty to the Crown and provided military aid to subdue the
Nova Scotians (who allied with natives such as the Temne). However, the Maroons faced
disease and starvation and did not initially accommodate to Sierra Leone. Chapter eight,
“Accommodation”, delineates how, by 1805, after years of yearning for Jamaica, some
Maroons became reconciled to life near Freetown where they received land grants, served as
a stand-by militia, and named streets after regions in Jamaica. By 1808, some Maroons
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adopted Christianity (though Maroon death rituals were still practiced). By 1811 (when
there were 807 Trelawny Town Maroons in Sierra Leone), some Maroons and Nova
Scotians (through alliance with the British) had moved into the lower civil service in a three-
tiered hierarchical society of whites, free blacks, and natives. By 1815, the Maroons were
involved in other non-agricultural occupations such as publicans, silversmiths, and con-
stables. By the 1830s, they had built their own church in Freetown, named Maroon Chapel,
which still endures. Meanwhile, after the Sierra Leone Company began relinquishing the
colony to the Crown in 1802, due to continuing Nova Scotian and native uprisings, Sierra
Leone became a British Crown Colony following the abolition of the British slave trade
in 1807.
The Epilogue documents how, despite the settlement of some Trelawny Town Maroons

near Freetown, other Maroons returned to Jamaica in 1841 (after the abolition of slavery in
1833 and Emancipation in 1838) as indentured labourers along with other Africans (many
from Sierra Leone). Chopra argues that “[o]nly a resilient, creolized community would have
dared to return to Jamaica” (p. 186). She also concludes that “[b]y examining the serial
migrations of the Trelawney Town Maroons we capture something which otherwise would
remain lost: the Maroons’ repeatedly successful efforts at achieving self-emancipation”
(p. 191). She further argues that these serial migrations reflected the Maroons’ resistance to
the continuing inequality with the colonial white elites. However, as her fine study shows,
the success of this resistance drew on the Maroons’ alliances with these elites. African
indenture failed in the British West Indies (and was replaced by Asian indentured labour)
and the Jamaican Maroons continued their alliance with the planters by aiding the militia
and the police.
The book is not, however, without flaws. For example, in describing the six Jamaican

Maroon communities, there is no mention of the Leeward and Windward Maroon polities
(in the west-central Cockpit Country and north-eastern Blue Mountains respectively) that
were consolidated after the treaties of 1738–1739 following the First Maroon War. The
geography of Jamaica and its Maroon communities is also sometimes unclear. In discussing
the deportation of 568 Trelawny Town Maroons, Chopra states that “[o]ther Trelawney
Town Maroons in the northeastern part of the island, in Westmoreland Parish, who had
lived outside of Trelawney Town before the war and who stayed out of the rebellion con-
tinued to live separately from both Maroons and white society” (p. 226). However, West-
moreland Parish is in the south-west of the island. And Westmoreland is not in the
“northwest” (p. 24). Likewise, she refers to “the Trelawney and AccompongMaroons in the
northern mountains” (p. 17). However, these two communities (comprising the Leeward
Maroon polity) were in the west-central mountains, with Accompong in the southern parish
of St Elizabeth.
Moreover, although the book is very thoroughly researched and documented, with

extensive notes and an impressive bibliography of primary printed and secondary sources,
Chopra might have usefully consulted my own work on the transformation of the Leeward
Maroon communities of Trelawny Town and Accompong to the present day.2 Much of
what she covers on the history of the Trelawny Town Maroons in Jamaica is synthesized in
my earlier work. In addition, that study would have enriched her Epilogue as it uncovers the
continuing saga of Trelawny Town (now renamed Maroon Town), where descendants of

2. Jean Besson, Transformations of Freedom in the Land of the Maroons: Creolization in the
Cockpits, Jamaica (Kingston and Miami, FL, 2016).
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Maroons, colonists, and slaves have forged further transformations of freedom.My research
in Trelawny Town/Maroon Town and Accompong also reveals the creolization process
among the Leeward Maroons, including their complex relations with white elites and black
and coloured non-Maroons as well as the creole kinship system and death rituals that
persisted among the Trelawny TownMaroons in Nova Scotia and Sierra Leone. In addition,
although the book has an excellent Index and List of Abbreviations, it would have bene-
fitted from a List of Illustrations.

Jean Besson
Department of Anthropology, Goldsmiths

University of London, New Cross, London
SE14 6NW, United Kingdom
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CASEY, MATTHEW. Empire’s Guestworkers. Haitian Migrants in Cuba during
the Age of USOccupation. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 2017. xii,
313 pp. £64.99.

Over the first three decades of the twentieth century, Cuban sugar production increased mas-
sively. From just 350,000 tons at the end of the independence war in 1898, the country’s output
recovered rapidly, and in 1929 for the first timemore than fivemillion tonswere obtained.Cuba’s
position as the world’s leading producer of cane sugar, although under increasing competition
from elsewhere, appeared to be secure. However, the country, where land still appeared to be
plentiful, had always suffered from a chronic shortage of labour. This had spurred the con-
tinuation of slavery well into the late nineteenth century. But following slave emancipation in
1886, it proved increasingly difficult to tie the native working class to the plantations. As
extensive swathes of land in the east of the island were turned over to sugarcane in the early
twentieth century, labourers needed to be obtained, and large numbers of migrants arrived from
elsewhere in the Caribbean. Of these, the largest group, around 200,000, came from Haiti.
The Haitians were seen as being peculiarly suited to the hard work of cane cutting, a racial

caricature that owedmuch to the previous century’s perception of the neighbouring island as a dark,
dangerous, uncivilized other. Cuba in fact owed much to the Haitian revolution that by 1804 had
established the first black republic. What had till then been the world’s leading sugar- and coffee-
producing colony, with the rebellion of the slave population and the ending of French dominion
Haiti became a pariah state.Abogeyman to frighten plantation owners into acceptance of continued
Spanish control over Cuba. But at the same time, these Cuban planters took advantage of the
vacuum particularly in sugar production that Haiti left, and the island’s fortunes rose as their
neighbour’s languished. So it was that, in the early twentieth century, so many impoverished rural
Haitians flocked to Cuba, ostensibly for seasonal work, but many of them staying.
The Haitians figure prominently throughout the existing literature on early republican

Cuba, along with the role that they played within the multinational melting pot of the island
and its sugar industry. However, Matthew Casey’s exhaustively researched and engagingly
written study is the first to explicitly focus on them, sensitively deconstructing who they
were, where they came from, and what their different experiences in, and contributions to,
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