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Cover  The last male Catarina pupfish Megupsilon aporus, 
photographed in the laboratory of Christopher Martin at the 
University of California, Berkeley. Extinctions are occurring 
at an unprecedented rate as a consequence of human activities. 
The freshwater Catarina pupfish, endemic to Mexico and the 
sole species of the genus Megupsilon became extinct in 2014, 
despite efforts to maintain the species in captivity by the Martin 
lab and others. The loss of this species has evolutionary and 
ecological implications, and highlights the crisis of freshwater 
fish extinctions. To conserve the c. 200 freshwater fish species 
threatened with extinction in Mexico the country urgently 
needs a national strategy with improved policies for ecosystem 
management and water use. For further details, see pp. 154–160. 
(Photograph © Christopher Martin)
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