
More Prite-Winning Films on Mental Health

The latest annual BMA Film Competition attracted 78
entries from Canada, Denmark, Germany, Sweden, USA
and the UK; some films on mental health were among the
winners.

A silver award went to TIle HiIIIIa S".",.le (colour,
16mm, 25mins). Made in 1981 by Clausen House
(California) in association with Pyramid Films, this is a film
about the residential care of mentally handicapped adults. It
is a very competent production which demonstrates with
sympathy and understanding the working and social lives of
the residents in a cluster of houses. Details of the treatment
programmes are shown and the retarded persons speak for
themselves. Intended for professional staff and also for the
general public, it can be hired from Harris Films, Glenbuck
Road, Surbiton, Surrey, and also from the BMA, Tavistock
Square, London.

...4 ~ For CIIriIIg (colour, 16mm, 25mins) received a
bronze award. It was made in 1960 by Aegis Productions
(New York) under the medical direction of the Department
of Family Psychiatry, Youngstown, Ohio. Its purpose is to
motivate nurses who have the care and management of
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patients suffering from organic brain syndrome. This is
effectively and convincingly done by dramatizing some of
the problems encountered by a young nurse. The acting is
very competent, and the film could have a wider use in other
situations dealing with chronic handicap. Distributed by
McNeil Laboratories, Spring House, PA 19477, USA, a
copy will also be available through the BMA.

Two other films which won bronze awards may be of
interest to psychiatrists. Htu ...4nyo_ Sea Mrs MlI1Tq?
(colour, 16mm, 3Omins, 1982) was made by Professor V.
W. M. Drury and it identifies some of the problems in caring
for elderly people. Ta1cbIg It lit StrlM: PodtlH ...4pproadta
to Stress MIUIIJIDMIIt (colour, 16mm, 22mins, 1981)
encourages people to take control of their lives by present
ing a summary of skills for coping with stress. It was made
by Spectrum Films (USA). Enquiries for both should be
made to the BMA Film Library.

T. L. PILKINGTON
Convener,

A-V Working Group

Alldio-Visal Working Grollp
The Films Sub-Committee of the RMPA, and latterly the

Audio-Visual Sub-Committee of the College, has been
operative since 1957. There have been considerable changes
in these 25 years, both in the technology and in the interests
within psychiatry itself. It is clearly desirable that the College
continues to be kept informed about this field, maintains its
active collaboration with other bodies, and develops its own
areas of interest; but it is now felt that these objectives would
be more effectively pursued on a less formal basis.

The A-V Sub-Committee has therefore been replaced by
an Audio-Visual Working Group, attached to the Education
Committee. This Group, widely representative, will· work
mainly by correspondence and informal meetings, and in the
first instance will be particularly concerned with the listing
and appraisal of existing A-V material. It will continue to
organize presentations at College meetings and collabora
tive symposia on A-V aids, and stimulate new pro
ductions.· It is hoped that it will act as a focus of innova
tion in audio-visual developments in relation to psychiatry.

I would be pleased to hear from anyone interested in
joining the Group, with an indication oftheir special interests.

T. L. PILKINGTON
Convener, A-V Working Group

·Both the Graves organization and the Psychiatric Rehabilitation
Association ofTer some financial and technical assistance; I would be
pleased to forward details.
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