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The dark spots on the solar disk, some of them are visible with the naked eye,
and the aurorae, especially those strectching down to the tropics, are the best visible
manifestations of the solar activity. Since more than one century, we know that this
activity follows a regular periodic cycle of 11-years (Heinrich Schwabe 1844), but
with an intensity, which is sufficiently variable, to speak of “small” and “large”
solar cycles.

Actually, we observe a serie of large cycles, on the contrary at the end of the
17th century this activity has been weak during several decades. This was just the
epoch of rapid progress of the instrumental astronomy in Europe.

This period of weak intensity, which attracted the attention of the German
astronomer G.F.W. Sporer (1822 - 1895) as early as 1890, is known by the name
“Maunder-minimum” (cf. Eddy, 1976).

What do we really know about this period? Are the used tools sufficiently ac-
curate? What can we bring out analysing all records from the begin of the 17th
century?

The main results are that a) sunspots have been observed more {requently than
often reported in earlier papers. b} auroras have been observed in Middle Europe
continuously. Because they are indicators of solar-geomagnetic activity it follows
that no unusual variability in solar or geomagnetic activity is indicated.
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