






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.



















Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×





























	
	

Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 






Home













 




















	
	

Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-88dd8db54-kmbnl
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-03-13T07:33:34.385Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>Health Economics, Policy and Law 
	>Volume 1 Issue 2 
	>Conceptualizing decentralization in European health...



 	English
	
Français






    Health Economics, Policy and Law
  

  Article contents
 	Abstract




  Conceptualizing decentralization in European health systems: a functional perspective
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
23 March 2006

    Richard B. Saltman    and
Vaida Bankauskaite   
 
 
  
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	Richard B. Saltman
	Affiliation: European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies, and Department of Health Policy and Management, Rollins School of Public Health, Emory University, USA




	Vaida Bankauskaite
	Affiliation: European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies




  


    	Article

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Abstract


 Get access   Share  

  

  Cite  Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  Although decentralization has been widely implemented in health systems, there is little agreement as to how it should be defined or the outcomes it should produce. This article develops a functional typology based on political, administrative, and fiscal dimensions of decentralization. It utilizes these three categories to identify and highlight key theoretical issues concerning decentralization, emphasizing the likely advantages and disadvantages that decentralization can be expected to generate. It then examines the usefulness of this functional framework in explaining recent policy-making decisions within a number of tax-based health systems in Western Europe. The article concludes by suggesting that this three-part typology can be helpful to both policy makers and academics in evaluating the effectiveness of decentralization as a policy mechanism within health care systems.
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