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Court of Electors. For 11 years he was the
Regional Adviser in Psychiatry to the
North West Thames Region. For the
Department of Health and Social Services
he served on the Committee on the
Review of Medicines from 1984 to 1986.
One commitment he particularly enjoyed
was as psychiatrist to the Crown Colony
of Gibraltar from 1970 until his retirement.
He had many friends there.

He had a deep interest in the process of
writing, an occupation he patently
enjoyed. After his retirement he attended
many courses on creative writing, both in
the UK and the USA. He was engaged in a
project at the time of his death. In 1988
another deep interest surfaced, which
astonished his friends: he took up flying,
soon obtaining a pilot’s licence and there-
after logging many hours of solo flight.

Over the years he took a great interest
in the careers of those who had worked
with him. Many kept in touch with him
and will testify to his support and help.

Kenneth was a gentle and scholarly
man. He was a very reliable and suppor-
tive colleague. His erudition and know-
ledge of the psychiatric literature was
hugely impressive and was available to
any who cared to ask. Initially, Kenneth
could perhaps give the impression of
being a little reserved, but beneath this
was a capacity for deep and lasting
friendship.

He was deeply attached to his family
and leaves a son and two daughters and
two grandchildren on whom he doted.

CliveTonks

Obituary of Steven Bosa

Published September 2000
(Psychiatric Bulletin, 24, 356).
Additional comment to the above
obituary

During the unsettled years after the Amin
regime Steven continued to be the main-
stay in the Ugandan mental health
services.

While | was external examiner in the
early 1980s he asked me to give some of
the undergraduate 8.00a.m. lectures. At
7.00a.m., at the guest house on Namir-
embe Hill, overlooking the town where |
was staying, we could hear explosions of
grenades and gunfire down in the market
area. My first thoughts were that the
fourth year did not need a lecture on
anxiety from me that morning! However,
at 7.30a.m. Steven arrived to take me to
the medical school. When | informed him
of my concern he cheerfully advised me
that we would simply drive round the
troubles and | was shamed into doing so.

There then followed a threat by the
anti-Government forces that they planned
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to invade Kampala and kill any persons
remaining there. As a consequence most
of those who could, left the city. This
included hospital staff in the acute mental
health unit. My own reaction was to keep
a very low profile. Steven's response was
to move into the unit armed with several
days’ food for the in-patients and he
himself gave sole supervision to staff and
provided all medication, nursing and
medical care for the next few days.

This was entirely in character with
Steven being a remarkable professional.

Harry Egdell

DenisVernon Carpy

Formerly Psychoanalyst, Consultant
Psychotherapist, Southern General
Hospital, Glasgow

Denis Carpy was born on 24 July 1951 and
died on 9 June 2000. His early death has
robbed British psychoanalyis and Scottish
psychiatry of one of its most prominent
figures. His contributions as a clinician,
supervisor and teacher were widely
recognised and his loss is sorely felt.
Denis Carpy was brought up in Ruther-
glen and educated at Holy Cross High
School in Hamilton. He went to Glasgow
University in 1968 to study medicine and
graduated in 1974. He was elected MRCP
in 1977. His early postgraduate posts were
in general medicine, but it was always his
intention to practise psychiatry and he
became a registrar in psychiatry at the
Southern General Hospital in 1977. There-
after, he was a lecturer in psychological
medicine at the University of Glasgow
before moving to London to specialise in
psychoanalysis. He worked initially at the
Cassel Hospital before moving to the
Tavistock Clinic as a senior registrar in
psychotherapy. He completed his psycho-
analytic training and became an associate
member of the British Psycho-Analytical
Society and a consultant psychotherapist
at theTavistock Clinic. Throughout his time
in London he remained close to his roots
in the West of Scotland and, when the
opportunity arose, he returned and
became consultant psychotherapist at the
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Southern General Hospital in Glasgow in
1990.

After his return to Glasgow he
remained active in the British Psycho-
Analytical Society. His reputation there
had been high and it increased in the
years that followed. He was very keen to
foster wider links between psychothera-
pists based in Scotland and the practi-
tioners of the British Psycho-Analytical
Society.

Dr Carpy was an inspiring teacher,
keenly interested in teaching the
effectiveness of psychoanalytic theory
in understanding people who present
with emotional problems. To further
this aim he took on the position of
course organiser for the West of
Scotland Postgraduate Training Scheme in
Psychiatry.

In the field of psychotherapy in Scot-
land he provided a degree of intellectual
leadership that was much admired. He
was specialty tutor for psychotherapy in
the West of Scotland Postgraduate
Training Scheme, a training analyst and
secretary of the Psychoanalytic Training
Committee of the Scottish Institute of
Human Relations, an active member of
the Scottish Association of Psychoanaly-
tical Psychotherapists and of the
Psychotherapy Section of the Royal
College of Psychiatrists. He was elected
MRCPsych in 1979, and elected to the
Fellowship in 1999.

In his work at the Southern General
Hospital, Dr Carpy exhibited a high level of
clinical expertise. He was keenly aware of
the importance of psychotherapeutic
insights to the work of general psychiatry
and he worked hard to build links
between these two disciplines. His
opinions on clinical matters were widely
sought by psychotherapy colleagues and
general psychiatrists. His pupils and
colleagues found his insight helpful, but
he was also memorable for the humour
and rich language he brought to his work.
A paper published in the International
Journal of Psychoanalysis on the mutative
effect of tolerating the countertransfer-
ence has been a seminal contribution
much quoted in the international psycho-
analytic literature.

Despite his heavy professional commit-
ments the most important part of Denis
Carpy's life was his marriage and his
family. He was happily married to his wife
Carol-Anne and their close relationship
and mutual support for each other was
recognised by all who knew them.
Together they established a loving and
caring environment in which they raised
their two children, Brian and Eleanor.

Dr Carpy’s life was cut short, but not
before he had made a lasting contribution
that will live on in many lives; his family,
his friends and colleagues, his patients
and his students.

J. Gallagher, M. Malcolm


https://doi.org/10.1192/pb.25.1.36-a

