






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-vmcqm
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-04-09T01:19:59.773Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>International Theory 
	>Volume 12 Issue 1 
	>From norms to normative configurations: a pragmatist...



 	English
	
Français






   [image: alt] International Theory
  

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	References




  From norms to normative configurations: a pragmatist and relational approach to theorizing normativity in IR
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
26 July 2019

    Simon Frankel Pratt  [image: Open the ORCID record for Simon Frankel Pratt] 
 
	.st0{fill:#A6CE39;}
	.st1{fill:#FFFFFF;}

 
 
	 
	 
	 




 [Opens in a new window] 
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	Simon Frankel Pratt*
	Affiliation: School of Sociology, Politics, and International Studies, University of Bristol, Bristol, UK




 	
*

	*Corresponding author. Email: simon.pratt@mail.utoronto.ca






 


    	Article

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Abstract
	References


 Get access  [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite  [image: alt]Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  Normativity matters in international politics, but IR scholarship will benefit from de-reifying ‘norms’ as units into a relational, configurational alternative. The alternative I propose here is the ‘normative configuration’: an arrangement of ongoing, interacting practices establishing action-specific regulation, value-orientation, and avenues of contestation. This responds to recent constructivist scholarship, particularly from relational sociology and practice theory, that implies the need for ontological and analytical alternatives to ‘norms’ as central concepts responsible for establishing rules, institutions, and values in social life. I offer a way of conceptualizing and analyzing normativity consistent with these alternative approaches. Namely, I have brought together a pragmatist theory of action with the social theories of a number of key relational social theorists and philosophers, oriented around a reading of what norms-talk actually does for social enquiry. I then outline a three stage process – de-reification, attributing agency, and tracing transactions – that allows scholars to study transformations in normative configurations. Finally, I discuss what this contributes to the recent turns toward practices and relations, as the latest direction in constructivist scholarship within the discipline.
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