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Cover picture

Frau mit totem Kind (Woman with dead
child) (1903) by Käthe Kollwitz (1867–1945)

Käthe Kollwitz (1867–1945) was a German
Expressionist artist. Born in Konigsberg,
she suffered anxiety as a child due to the
death of her siblings. She went on to train
at art schools for women in Berlin and
later Munich. In her art, she addressed
social and political issues, and was a com-
mitted socialist and pacifist. In 1933 after
the Nazi Party came to power, her work
was banned and she lost her academic post at the Akademie der Kunste.
In 1936 she and her husband were threatened with deportation to a concen-
tration camp, but because of her by-now international stature as an artist, no
further action was taken.

This powerful, and indeed disturbing, image of a mother cradling her dead
child was produced by Kollwitz in 1903. Her son, Peter, who was seven at
the time posed for the dead child. With cruel irony he was to be killed in
the First World War at the age of eighteen. Kollwitz never fully recovered
from his death. In her diaries, she repeatedly described her loss.

© The Trustees of the British Museum

We are always looking for interesting and visually appealing images for the
cover of the Journal and would welcome suggestions or pictures, which
should be sent to Dr Allan Beveridge, British Journal of Psychiatry, 21
Prescot Street London E1 8BB, UK or bjp@rcpsych.ac.uk.
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