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289 Samāǧa performances in third/ninth-century
Abbasid courts
MASSIMILIANO BORRONI

303 Marpa’s commands in the Milarepa Life Story
JOHN PICKENS

315 An Old Amharic poem from northern
Ethiopia: one more text on condemning
glory
MARIA BULAKH AND DENIS NOSNITSIN

351 Reviews

Contents

Cambridge Core
For further information about this journal 
please go to the journal web site at:
cambridge.org/bso

vo l u me 82 .2  2019 i s sn 0041 -977x

Published by Cambridge University Press
on behalf of SOAS, University of London

School of
Oriental 

& African
Studies

Bulletin of the 

0041977X_82-2_0041977X_82-2  15/07/19  3:19 PM  Page 1

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0041977X19000624 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0041977X19000624


Bulletin of the School of Oriental & African Studies

Subscriptions
The Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies
(ISSN 0041-977X) is published three times a year in February,
June and October. Three parts form a volume. The subscription
price which includes delivery by air where appropriate and
electronic access (but excluding VAT) of volume 82 in 2019 is
£274.00 (US $473.00 in USA, Canada and Mexico) for
institutions; £47.00 (US $83.00 in USA, Canada and Mexico)
for individuals ordering direct from the publishers and
certifying that the journal is for their personal use. Institutions
in developing countries can apply for the developing countries
rate which is £52. Single parts are £104.00 (US $178.00 in
USA, Canada and Mexico) plus postage. EU subscribers
(outside the UK) who are not registered for VAT should add
VAT at their country’s rate. VAT registered members should
provide their VAT registration number. Japanese prices for
institutions (including ASP delivery) are available from
Kinokuniya Company Ltd, P.O. Box 55, Chitose, Tokyo 156,
Japan. Orders, which must be accompanied by payment, may
be sent to a bookseller, subscription agent or direct to the
publisher: Cambridge University Press, University Printing
House, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8BS, UK; or in the
USA, Canada and Mexico: Cambridge University Press, 1
Liberty Plaza, Floor 20, New York, NY 10006, USA.
Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY and at additional
mailing offices. The current plus two back volumes are
available from Cambridge University Press.

Advertising
Advertisements are welcomed and rates will be quoted on
request. Enquiries should be addressed to Advertising Promoter,

Journals Group, Cambridge University Press, University Printing
House, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8BS, UK. 
Tel +44 (0)1223 325757 Fax +44 (0)1223 325801.

Copying
This journal is registered with the Copyright Clearance Center,
222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, USA.
Organizations in the USA who are also registered with the
C.C.C. may, therefore, copy material (beyond the limits
permitted by sections 107 and 108 of U.S. Copyright law)
subject to payment to the C.C.C. of the per copy fee of $12.00.
This consent does not extend to multiple copying for
promotional or commercial purposes. Code 0041-977X/15. ISI
Tear Sheet Service, 3501 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA
19104, USA, is authorized to supply single copies of separate
articles for private use only. Organizations authorized by the
Copyright Licensing Agency may also copy material subject to
the usual conditions. For all other use, permission should be
sought from Cambridge or from the American Branch of
Cambridge University Press. This journal is included in the
Cambridge Journals Online Service which can be found at
journals.cambridge.org. For further information on other Press
titles access
http://www.cambridge.org.

 
© SOAS University of London, 2019

ISSN 0041-977X

GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS
The Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies
(BSOAS) is an international journal publishing research
and reviews in the arts and humanities, including history,
languages and linguistics, literatures and philosophies,
religions, material culture and music, relating to Africa
and Asia. It has been a platform for new ideas and
discoveries since 1917. It publishes material by scholars
from all over the world and its Editorial Board is advised
by specialists from many countries. Authors are
encouraged to situate their articles within the broader
context of the field of studies and to write in such a way
that they be understood by interested non-specialists.
BSOAS welcomes submissions on the history, religions,
languages, laws, artistic cultures, and related fields
pertaining to the societies and countries of Asia and Africa.

Article submission
Articles for consideration should be uploaded to the
journal’s ScholarOne Manuscripts site at:
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/bsoas. Please ensure
your article is anonymous by removing all information
which might lead to your being identified. In case of
difficulty using the site please email: bulletin@soas.ac.uk
for assistance. More detailed contributor guidelines can be
found on the ScholarOne site. The maximum length for a
paper is 12,000 words including all notes, references and
appendices. The Bulletin publishes abstracts (around 150
words) and keywords for all articles.
Submission of an article implies that it has not been
previously published or accepted for publication
elsewhere, neither should articles be simultaneously under
consideration for other journals. 
Spelling is British English. On acceptance of articles
authors are required to supply an MS Word version of
their paper using Unicode-compitable fonts.
References. The preferred style of reference is citation by
author and date, e.g. Robinson (2000: 80) including a
complete reference list giving full bibliographical details
as follows: 

Robinson, Chase F. 2000. Empire and Élites after the
Muslim Conquest: The Transformation of Northern
Mesopotamia. (Cambridge Studies in Islamic
Civilization.) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

A clear system of abbreviations or other critical apparatus
should be used for archival and manuscript sources. 
The following system of references will also be accepted:
a first footnote citation giving full bibliographical data, 
e.g. M. Boyce, Zoroastrianism: Its Antiquity and Constant

Vigour (Columbia Lectures on Iranian Studies, 7, 
Costa Mesa: Mazda, 1992), 187. Thereafter by short title; 
op. cit. and ibid. should be avoided and author surname
and a short title used instead. 
Titles of books and journals are italicized with initial
capitals. Citation by volume and part is in the following
form: BSOAS 60/1, 1997, 231–9. Titles of articles are
roman within double quotation marks. 
Illustrations and scripts. Line drawings, graphs, etc.,
should be supplied electronically. Authors are responsible
for clearing copyright permissions and providing the
acknowledgement line. Full details on preparing
illustrations for publication can be found in the
Cambridge Journals artwork guide online:
journals.cambridge.org/artworkguide. Photos and 
non-roman scripts, including Chinese and Japanese
characters, will only be accepted where they are essential
to the text. Scripts and characters should be provided
electronically, in a Unicode-compatible font for electronic
typesetting; in case of difficulty please contact the
editorial office in the first instance. 
Transliteration. Diacritical marks must be given in full
and consistently on all transliterated text (though note that
where words have become Anglicized this does not apply).
Authors should use a recognized scholarly transliteration
system that suits the needs of their article, and explain any
non-standard elements in a footnote.
Further guidelines on the production of articles are sent
out on acceptance for publication.

Proofs
First proofs of articles and reviews are sent to authors and
should be returned by the deadline given. Corrections
should be limited to factual and typographical errors.
Proofs are sent in the form of a .pdf attachment to an
email message.

Copyright
It is a condition of publication that authors assign
copyright to SOAS, University of London. This ensures
that requests from third parties to reproduce articles are
handled efficiently and consistently and will also allow
the article to be as widely disseminated as possible. In
assigning copyright authors may use their own material in
other publications provided that the journal is
acknowledged as the original place of publication. 
Authors wishing to publish under the ‘gold’ open access
model under a CC-BY licence are welcome to do so, and can
pay the APC on acceptance of their article for publication.

Published by Cambridge University Press on behalf of 
SOAS, University of London, UK

Editorial Board
Ayman Shihadeh, MSt, DPhil (Editor)
N.W. Hill, AB, AM, PhD (Deputy Editor)
Professor Julia Bray, University of Oxford
Wayne Dooling, BA, MA, PhD
Professor Bernhard Fuehrer, BA, PhD
Professor Peter Kornicki, BA, DPhil, FBA
Professor Scott Redford
Mark Weeden, BA, MA, PhD
Michael Willis, BA, MA, PhD

International advisory board
Dr David Bradley, LaTrobe University
Dr Sascha Ebeling, University of Chicago
Professor M. J. Geller, University College London
Professor Virginia Matheson Hooker, Australian National University
Professor James Matisoff, University of California, Berkeley
Professor Shaul Shaked, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Editorial Officer: Elizabeth Gant

All editorial communications should be addressed to the editorial office at SOAS, University of London.
Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG, UK, email bulletin@soas.ac.uk.

0041977X_82-2_0041977X_82-2  15/07/19  3:19 PM  Page 2

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0041977X19000624 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0041977X19000624


Bulletin of the

School of
Oriental

& African
Studies

VOLUME 82:2 2019

209 MOUTON, ALICE and ILYA YAKUBOVICH: Internal or external evil: a merism
in Luwian incantations

233 WALLER, DANIEL JAMES: Transferring performativity from speech to writing:
illocutionary acts and incantation bowls

245 ANOOSHAHR, ALI: Indo-Persian historian and Sindho-Persian intermediary: the
Tarikh-i Maʿsumi of Mir Muhammad Maʿsum Bhakkari (d. 1606)

271 VAN PUTTEN, MARIJN: “The Grace of God” as evidence for a written Uthmanic
archetype: the importance of shared orthographic idiosyncrasies
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