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The subject cropped up again on July xi on a motion by the South-Eastern
Federation, as follows:

That this Conferenceexpressits approvalof the R.M.P.A.Cerfifleateas a
satis-factoryproof of qualification for mental nuraing, owing to the hIgh
standard of examination,Its generalacceptanceby Authorltlii, thi re@sonÃ˜1e-
n@ of the cost of obtainingthe same, and the fact that some Authorities
would refuse to pay the fees and bonus, and would considerInstituting
examinations of their own rather than submit to the Imposition of the
Generaj NursingCouncilCertificate.@

Mr. JOYCE (Park Prewett) : After Mr. Gibson's statement on this matter yester
day there is little I can say ; in other words, he has stolen my thunder, bu@ being
the sponsor of this resolution, I must re-tread the ground. The R.M.P.A. have a
high standard of curriculum, being equivalent to two theoretical examinations
and a practical test held at the institution by independent examiners. It is not
necessary to travel long journeys and suffer other inconveniences, apart from
ezpenses incurred, for the purpose of sitting examinations. The fees for the
R.M.P.A. examinations are quite reasonable. The passing of the final exazuina
tion is a sufficient guarantee of proficiency for all who require the services of a
mental nurse,whether forprivateor institutionalnursing. It has come to my
knowledge thatseveralinstitutionsdo not pay the stipulatedsums of two and
three guineas, which amounts are required to cover the examination fees payable
to the G.N.C. I have alsobeen informed thatseveralL.C.C.committeeshave
suggested that rather than pay the amount mentioned, which in their case would
run into a total of several thousand pounds per annum, they would prefer to in,
stitutean examinationof theirown and pay theirown doctors. The R.M.P.A.
examinations fulfil all requirements, and with that body they are fully satisfied.
We must support one body, and this Conference should finally decide whose
colours they are going to fly. With the R.M.P.A. there are cheapness, convenience
and status on the one hand, and with the G.N.C. high examinations fees, the in
convenienceand expensesof travelling,and a degreeof autocracyon the other.
I venturetoask theConferencetogivea finaldecisionon thesubject.

Mr. RoasoN (Colcbester) seconded.
[The resolution was carried,

ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND CHRISTMAS GIFFS.

To the Editor of the â€˜¿�Journalof Mental Science.'

DEAR SIR,â€”It has been the practice of the Royal Medical Benevolent Fund for
many years to give a Christmas gift to each annuitant, and some of the most
necessitous of the grantees.
Both theannuitants,who areover6o yearsofage,and thegranteesaredeprived

ofthoselittleamenitiesoflifewhich themore fortunateofus enjoy.
Many of our beneficiariesarealonein the world,as theirfriendsand relations

have passedover,and consequentlytheywillnotreceiveany giftorextracomfort
this Christmas.

Last year the Fund gave to each 3os.; this meant an expenditure of@5oo. Many
readers will wish that the recipients of this gift in former years should not be
deprived of it this year.

But unless I am favoured by a generous response to this appeal our Funds will
not allowof this graciousandfriendlyact.
Will everyreaderof thisletterpleaseconsiderifhe or she cannotsend to the

Honorary Treasurer, Royal Medical Benevolent Fund, i', Chandos Street, London,
W. I, a Xmas donation?

I shall be grateful whether the donation be large or small.
Yours faithfully,

(Signed) THoMAS BARLow,
President.

https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.75.311.831 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.75.311.831

