
At first glance, one may think of international investment law as a response to custom 
(or lack thereof), instead of a field of its application. However, in fact, the opposite is 
the case. The interpretation and application of customary rules and principles are the 
bread and butter of international investment law and arbitration. With a diverse range of 
expert contributors, this collection traces how customary international law is practised 
in international investment law. It considers how custom should be interpreted and 
how its rules and principles should be understood and applied by investor-state arbitral 
tribunals. Raising and addressing vital questions surrounding custom and international 
law, this collection is a necessary contribution to the scholarship of the theory and 
history of customary international law and international investment law. This title is also 
available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
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THE RULES OF INTERPRETATION OF 
CUSTOMARY INTERNATIONAL LAW

Established in 2021, the TRICI-Law Book Series is a limited series that 
aims to publish monographs and edited volumes on topics that shed light 
on legal interpretation in international law, with a particular emphasis 
on the interpretation of customary international law. Titles appearing in 
the series examine the interpretation of customary international law from 
a theoretical and practical perspective, and compare the characteristics of 
legal interpretation in international law across courts, regimes and sources 
as they have evolved and continue to do so through time. The TRICI-Law 
Book Series is a joint initiative between Cambridge University Press, the 
European Research Council and the University of Groningen.
The titles in this series are available as Open Access thanks to the generous 
funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme (Grant 
Agreement No 759728) and the University of Groningen.
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