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This series recently established by the Trustees of the University owes its origin to a
feeling that there should be a medium of publication oecupying a position between the
teehnieal journals, with their short articles, and the elaborate treatises which attempt to
cover several or all aspects of a wide field. The volumes of the series will differ from the
discussions generally appearing in technical journals in that they will present the complete
reaults of an experiment or series of investigations which have praviously appeared only
in scattered articles, if published at all. On the other hand they will differ from detailed
treatises by confining themselves to specific problems of current interest and in presenting
the subject in as summary a manner and with as little technical detail as is consistent
with sound method. They will be written not only for the specialist but also for the
educated layman. The size of the volumes will range from fifty to one hundred and fifty

pages.
THE FIRST PUBLISHED VOLUME OF THE SERIES
The Evolution of Sex in Plants. By Joux MerLe Covrrer, Head of
the Department of Botany in the University of Chicago. wiii+ 140
pages, small 12mo, cloth; 4s. net.

In this first volume of the new ** University of Chicago Science Series” Professor
Coulter, the editor of the Botanical Gazette and the author of numerouns volumes on
botanical science, has given a presentation of the results of research showing that all
reproduciion is the same in its essential features and all methods of reproduction are
natural responses to the varying conditions encountered by plants in their life histories.
Sex reproduction, the author says, is simply one kind of response, the sex feature not
being essential to reproduction, but securing something in connection with the process.
Various phases of the subject discussed include the evolution of sex organs, the alternation
of generations, the differentiation of gexual individuals, and partlienogenesis. The last
chapter, which offers a theory of sex, reviews the more prominent facts set forth in
preceding paris of the volume, and serves both as a summary and a working hypothesis.
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Hastings Mooge.
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