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whilst only the minority require extensive surgical interference. Even
after extensive operation all cases are not cured, although as technique
improves the percentage of failures will doubtless become less and less.
Amongst the indications for operation in cases of mastoiditis the author
gives a prominent place to the existence of leucocytosis, and considers that
leucocytosis in conjunction with symptoms pointing to mastoid involve-
ment justifies an exploratory opening of the mastoid cells.

In dealing with thrombosis of the lateral sinus, the author is in favour
of ligating the jugular in every case, considering that it adds hardly any
appreciable risk to the primary operation, wThilst the fact that the main
pathway of septic infection is shut off affords a material sense of security.
Labyrinthine suppuration, cerebral and cerebellar abscess, and meningitis
are successivelydealt with.

In any doubtful case of intra-cranial complication the performance of
lumbar puncture is strongly recommended, and the necessity of a micro-
scopic and bacteriological examination of the fluid insisted upon.

In an appendix several useful papers are published dealing with such
subjects as the value of paracentesis in acute suppurative otitis media, the
localising symptoms of brain-abscess, the removal of the stapes for the
relief of auditory vertigo, and the surgical exploration of the labyrinth
after the method of Julien Bourguet.

The book will be found distinctly useful by all students of Otology,
containing as it does many valuable hints and much sound advice. In
any future edition it would be advisable to improve the character of
several of the illustrations.

The Common-sense of Voice Development. By IRENE SAN CAEOLO and
PATRICK DANIEL. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, 1906.

The present work is comparatively free from extreme views. Thus
it is interesting to read with regard to the " placing " of the voice, about
which masters differ so widely, that " the truth appears to be a mean
between all these different views, and the question is essentially one which
has to be dealt with according to the various idiosyncrasies met with
in different voices " (p. 160). The book is in two parts, the first treating
of the "artistic view" and the second of the "medical view" of
singing. These are by Madame San Carolo and Dr. P. Daniel respectively.
It contains many valuable hints, and the theoretical explanations of the
formation of the vowel-sounds (pp. 36, 37) as well as their practical
applications (p. 184) are excellent. The production of the consonants
(p. 175) and their use in moulding and controlling the resonating cavities
(p. 182, etc.) are also well described. The work, though somewhat diffuse,
is very readable and instructive. The authors are very reasonable in
their pretensions, and on that account their book is likely to be all the
more helpful.

NOTES.

AT the invitation of the Committee of Management, Dr. DUNDAS GRANT
has accepted the post of Surgeon to the Throat and Ear Department at
the Hospital for Consumption, Brompton,

https://doi.org/10.1017/S175514630017862X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S175514630017862X


92 The Journal of Laryngology. [February, 190

SPIROGRAPHS OR NASAL " BREATH PICTURES."—The practice of testin
nasal patency by breathing upon a prepared surface is by no means nev
but its usefulness has been somewhat restricted by the want of a satis
factory material. Slate, glass, polished metals, all have their shori
comings, but I have now found that vulcanite with a medium polish give
a very reliable and faithful image. By placing the plate horizontally o
the upper lip half an inch from the nostrils and giving one short and stead
expiration, a well-defined steam impression results, which on evaporatin
affords a reliable and striking evidence of the actual and relative patenc
of the nostrils. The image may be temporarily fixed or rendered moi
conspicuous for demonstration purposes by lightly powdering it wit
calcined magnesia or fine starch. Small sheets of vulcanite with
suitable surface and of a convenient size are supplied 1>y the Medici
Supply Association, 228, Gray's Inn Eoad, London, W. C. WYAT
WlNGRAVE, M.D.

WELLCOME'S PHOTOGRAPHIC EXPOSURE RECORD AND DIARY, 1907.—Thi
popular pocket-book has undergone its annual revision, and no efforts hav
been spared to bring the information right up to date. A glance at the tab]
of plate speeds will be sufficient to convince the reader that the compilei
have lost no time in adding particulars of the latest plates and film:
The reliability of the figures given and the completeness of this lis
of plate speeds will certainly be very widely appreciated. As i
previous issues, the monthly light tables face the mechanical calculate
on the inside of the back cover. An entirely new series of example
illustrates the article on exposure and increases its value to the novict
The completeness of this information, combined with the simplicity an
convenience of the mechanical calculator and light tables, renders th
estimation of the correct exposure for any subject an easy matter.

The article on machine, tank, or stand development is very comprc
hensive and clearly describes the manipulation connected with these form
of development, which have of late occupied considerable attention.

The usual diary and memoranda pages are retained as in previon
issues, but increased space is provided for the record of negativ
exposures, there being now room for 336 entries.

Each copy is accompanied by a folding card, for hanging up, giviu
useful information regarding the timing of development by the factorir
method for various degrees of contrast, particulars of equivalent plat
speed numbers according to the different systems in use, etc.

Two editions are issued as usual, one for the Northern Hemispher
and one for the Tropics and Southern Hemisphere. The familiar ai
green canvas binding has been retained and the price is still Is.

BOOKS RECEIYED.

Gorham Bacon, M.B., and Clarence John Blake, M.D. A Manual <
Otology. Fourth edition. London : Henry Kimpton, 13, Furnivii
St., Holborn, E.C. 1907. 12s. net.

C. P. Grayson, M.D. The Diseases of the Nose, Throat, and Ear. Secon
edition. London : Henry Kimpton, 13, Furnival St., Holboru, E.C
1907. 21s. net.
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