
EDITORIAL COMMENT 375 

one in which the people participate in the making of laws, and that international 
law must be based on a federation of such free states.1 

There is only room for a further quotation, the brief paragraph in 
which Professor Goudy condemns the violation of international law by 
"each and all of the belligerents," whether the belligerent be British 
or foreign, and rejects the excuses which have been pleaded in justifi­
cation of the violation of rules of international law: 

What strikes me as one of its saddest features is the comparative indifference with 
which well-established rules of international law have been violated by each and all 
of the belligerents, when they have run counter to their apparent material interests. 
The loss of moral force and self-respect by the wrong-doing state seems to be regarded 
as unimportant when set off against its material interests. Thus, the carefully-drafted 
rules of the Hague Conventions and the Declaration of London have been in large 
measure, to use a vulgarism, "scrapped"; even the time-sanctioned declarations of 
the Treaty of Paris have not, in the matter of blockade, escaped violation. Excuses 
and defences for such violations have, no doubt, been set up, but as a rule they are of 
a kind that international law ought emphatically to reject. 

JAMES B R O W N SCOTT. 

T H E CHINESE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION 

On December 5, 1915, the first meeting of the Chinese Social and 
Political Science Association was held in Peking, at the residence of His 
Excellency Lou Tseng-tsiang, Premier and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of the Chinese Republic. At the meeting the constitution of the asso­
ciation was adopted, which, by reason of its interest, is printed in full 
as an appendix to this brief notice; and the officials for the first year 
were chosen as follows: President, His Excellency Mr. Lou; First 
Vice President, His Excellency Paul S. Reinsch, American Minister 
to China; Second Vice President, Mr. Tsao Ju-lin, Vice Minister for 
Foreign Affairs; Secretary, Mr. C. C. Woo, Counsellor to the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs. 

Article IV of the constitution states that "each member will then 
[after payment of entrance fee] be entitled during his membership to a 

1 [Professor Goudy's footnote: See Kant's Werke (Ed. Hartenstein, 1868), vol. vi, 
p. 408 et seq., "Die burgerliche Verfassung in jedem Staate soil republicanisch sein," 
and "Das Vblkerrecht soil auf einen Foderalismus freier Staaten gegrtlndet sein."] 
In this there is much truth. The peoples, if they are to escape destruction by wars, 
must have the control of foreign policy and the issues of war and peace entirely in 
their own hands. 
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copy of the Chinese Social and Political Science Review published by the 
Association." Dr. H. L. Yen, Counsellor to the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, was elected Managing Editor of the Review. 

The objects of the association, as stated by the constitution, are: 
" (1) the encouragement of the scientific study of law, politics, sociology, 
economics and administration; and (2) the promotion of fellowship 
among men of similar interests." 

These objects can be considered from a national and partisan interest, 
and the danger is always present that they will be so considered. The 
founders of the association, however, while recognizing the proneness 
of the individual to partisanship, nevertheless endeavors to exclude it 
from the association itself by the following statement, that "the Asso­
ciation as such will not assume a partisan position upon any political 
question nor involve itself in practical politics." 

Membership in the Association is divided into three classes, endow­
ment members, life members, and ordinary members. Any person 
may become a member on the invitation of the Executive Council or 
on the proposal of one member seconded by another and approved 
by the Council. (Art. Ill of the Constitution.) 

It will be observed that the Chinese society has an American pro­
totype in the American Political Science Association, and it is officially 
stated that the founders of the society took as their model the constitu­
tion of the American association. It will also be observed that the Chi­
nese association is not a society of international law in express terms, as 
its scope includes the social and economic sciences; but it is stated that it 
will emphasize international law and politics, and that one of its main 
purposes will be to mediate between Chinese thought on these matters 
and the general scientific thought of the world. An additional purpose, 
and certainly a very worthy one, is to be the establishment of a library 
on law, politics, and economics for the use of officials and scientifically 
educated people, and it is pleasing to be informed that negotiations 
for the purchase of suitable property have already been begun. 

The Review is to be a quarterly magazine, and from the statement 
of the Managing Editor, it is to deal "mainly with topics on politics, 
international and general public law [there is to be a special department 
devoted to international law], administration, economics and sociology." 
It is to be published in English, in order that it may reach the public 
beyond its borders, and the first number is to make its appearance in 
the month of April of the present year. The Chinese public, however, 

https://doi.org/10.2307/2187537 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.2307/2187537


EDITORIAL COMMENT 377 

is not to be overlooked, and it is the intention of the association to issue 
at a later date a Chinese edition. 

From an authoritative communication upon which this brief comment 
is based, it is stated that His Excellency Dr. Wellington Koo, now Minis­
ter at Washington, and Dr. Yen, the Managing Editor of the Review, 
took a leading part in forming the association; that it was suggested in 
the first instance by our fellow-countryman and representative Dr. Paul 
S. Reinsch, and that Professor W. F. Willoughby, of Princeton, and Pro­
fessor Henry C. Adams, of Michigan University, two American scholars 
at present in China in an advisory capacity, greatly aided the Chinese 
scholars in the realization of their project. 

The founding of the Chinese Political Science Association, in which 
international law looms large, can be fairly taken as proof of the fact 
that students and scholars, as well as men of affairs in the different 
countries, realize that the world's great need is international law and 
the application of its principles to the conduct of nations. The trend 
toward democracy makes it at once apparent that not merely the 
chosen few who carry on government, but that the many who con­
trol in the end must be familiar with international law, and therefore 
societies are springing up in different countries for the express purpose 
of specializing in international law. The Institute of International Law, 
founded in 1873, is an international body and is for the elect. The 
national societies aim to include the elect, as well as persons interested 
in international law, although they may not claim to be experts on the 
subject. There is a very widespread feeling that the cards must be 
laid on the table, to use a very ordinary expression, and that, although 
diplomatists may meet behind closed doors, their agreements, to be 
binding, must be approved by a body or bodies representing the people 
and be published as laws before they bind the contracting parties. 

Of course, we must not cherish delusions, for the mere transfer of 
foreign affairs from the select few to the controlling many will not 
usher in the millennium; but just as representative government has 
succeeded the secret and irresponsible government of monarchs and 
their henchmen, and is justified by its fruits, so representative govern­
ment must and will say the final word in international, just as it has in 
constitutional matters. The formation of national societies is an indi­
cation of the understanding of this need on behalf of the publicists in 
those nations in which they have been formed, and the time is not, 
it is believed, far distant when they will be organized in all countries 
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belonging to the society of nations. They exist in Japan, France, in 
each of the twenty-one American republics, and they are being formed 
in some other countries; and only the other day the Grotius Society 
was founded in England. 

The American publicists certainly wish their Chinese colleagues every 
possible success in their important undertaking. 

JAMES BROWN SCOTT. 
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