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NEW FROM JOHN ROEMER

Equality of Opportunity
John E. Roemer

NEW IN HARDCOVER
John Roemer points out that there are two views of equality of opportu-
nity that are widely held today. The first, which he calls the nondiscrimina-
tion principle, states that in the competition for positions in society, indi-
viduals should be judged only on attributes relevant to the performance
of the duties of the position in question. Attributes such as race or sex
should not be taken into account The second states that society should
do what it can to level the playing field among persons who compete for
positions, especially during their formative years, so that all those who
have the relevant potential attributes can be considered. Roemer argues
that there is consequently a "before" and an "after" in the notion of

equality of opportunity: before the competition starts, opportunities must be equalized, by social
intervention if need be; but after it begins, individuals are on their own. The different views of equal
opportunity should be judged according to where they place the starting gate which separates
"before" from "after." Roemer works out in a precise way how to determine the location of the
starting gate in the different views.

Theories of Distributive Justice
n E. Roemer

NEW IN PAPERBACK
Equally at home in economic theory and political philosophy, John Roemer has written a unique
book that critiques economists' conceptions of justice from a philosophical perspective and philo-
sophical theories of distributive justice from an economic one. Among other topics, Roemer discuss-
es the Arrow Impossibility Theorem, axiomatic bargaining theory, utilitarianism, egalitarianism, and
neo-Lockeanism, and takes on the work of such major thinkers as Rawls, Sen, Nozick, and Dworkin.
His synthesis will enable philosophers and economists to engage each other's ideas more fruitfully.

"This book is a synthesis of work on distributive justice carried on in the past fifty years by economists
and political philosophers.. .It is important in its own right and can be recommended to anyone with an
interest in the subject who does not black out at the sight of a symbol.. .[A]
remarkable achievement I know of nobody else who combines Roemer's
mastery of formal analysis with his respect for the integrity of political philoso-
phy and his deep understanding of it"
—Brian Barry, TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT 800448 2242

www.hup.harvard.edu
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