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“This collection does something brilliant but increasingly rare  
in the present day – to treat the Chinese Communist movement 
not as an abstract to be glorified or condemned, but as a series  

of human moments: complex, sometimes contradictory, and 
always fascinating.”

RANA MITTER
Author of China’s Good War: How World War II is Shaping  

a New Nationalism

“Edited with care and creativity by a trio of accomplished 
historians, this well-paced anthology uses life stories to place 

the Chinese Communist Party’s first century in existence into a 
fascinating new perspective. An impressive volume.” 

JEFFREY WASSERSTROM
Author of Vigil: Hong Kong on the Brink
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Ten engaging personal histories introduce readers to what 
it was like to live in and with the most powerful political 

machine ever created: the Chinese Communist Party.
These essays reveal the Party’s one-hundred year history, 
reflecting on power, setbacks, adaptability and change, 

and illuminating possible paths for China’s future.

‘In this brilliantly structured anthology, the last century of the Chinese 
Communist Party is told through the perspectives of ten individuals. 
Their stories are the perfect antidote to heated political rhetoric on 

China that can obscure the human cost of geopolitical conflicts.’ 

JOANNA CHIU, Toronto Star 
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