
THE BRITISH SOCIETY FOR THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE

The British Society for the History of Science welcomes members from all backgrounds, in the UK 
and internationally. Current members include academics, writers, students, museums professionals, 
schoolteachers and anyone with an interest in some aspect of the history of science, technology and 
medicine. Details of the annual subscription can be found on our website www.bshs.org.uk, or from 
the Executive Secretary at the address below.

BJHS Themes is a fully open access journal for the history of science community. It aims to publish 
scholarly and engaging collections of history of science papers which address provocative themes, and 
which will be free for readers and offer no financial barrier to publication for authors. Like its sister 
publication, British Journal for the History of Science, BJHS Themes is a journal of the British Society for the 
History of Science, a major learned society for its subject. Issues are available at the following URL: 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/bjhs-themes

The Society’s magazine, Viewpoint, an informal publication, appears three times a year. It is free to 
members, £12.00 for institutions and UK non-members, £17.00 for overseas non-members from 
the Executive Secretary.

Administrative business of the Society is handled by Lucy Santos, Executive Secretary, British 
Society for the History of Science, PO Box 3408, Norwich, NR3 3WE. The Society is registered 
in England as a Limited Company (No. 562208) and is a Registered Charity (No. 258854). Email 
office@bshs.org.uk.

Information about the Society is available through the Internet: http://www.bshs.org.uk

Advertising: Contact the Journals Advertising Manager, Cambridge University Press, University 
Printing House, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8BS.

Information on the BJHS Themes and all other Cambridge journals can be accessed via cambridge.org/core

Cover image: AI Computer Vision readings of a photograph (Unidentified author, 1953) of the 
São Paulo Art Biennial building, part of the artistic project ‘Another 33rd São Paulo Biennial’ by 
Bruno Moreschi for the 33rd São Paulo Biennial, 2018. For more, see https://brunomoreschi.
com/outra-33-bienal-en.

https://doi.org/10.1017/bjt.2023.17 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/bjt.2023.17


THEMES
BJHS

The British Society for the History of  Science

Cambridge University Press

For further information about this journal
please go to the journal website at:
cambridge.org/bjt

Histories of  Artifi cial Intelligence: 

A Genealogy of  Power 

Guest edited by Syed Mustafa Ali, Stephanie Dick, Sarah Dillon, 

Matthew L. Jones, Jonnie Penn and Richard Staley

VOLUME 8 2023

   1   Histories of  artifi cial intelligence: a genealogy of  power
the guest editors 

  SECTION 1: Origins? Intelligence, capture, discovery

    19    Animo nullius : on AI’s origin story and a data colonial doctrine of  discovery 
 jonnie penn 

    35   Artifi cial intelligence and the conjectural sciences 
 luke stark 

    51   History as capture 
 sarah t. hamid 

  SECTION 2: Creativity, economy, and human-machine distinctiveness

    65   Irreducible worlds of  inexhaustible meaning: early 1950s machine learning as subjective decision making, creative imagining and 
remedy for the unforeseen 
 aaron mendon-plasek 

    81   Rules of  creative thinking: algorithms, heuristics and Soviet cybernetic psychology 
 ekaterina babintseva 

    97   Machinery for managers: secretaries, psychologists, and ‘human–computer interaction’, 1973–1983 
 sam schirvar 

    111   The Soviet scientifi c programme on AI: if  a machine cannot ‘think’, can it ‘control’? 
 olessia kirtchik 

  SECTION 3: Seeing through computer vision, historically

    127   Errors and fallibility in radiology: X-ray readings and expert radiologists, 1947–1960 
 flora lysen 

    143   Bell Labs and the ‘neural’ network, 1986–1996 
 harry law 

    155   Species  ex machina : ‘the crush’ of  animal data in AI 
 simon michael taylor 

    171   Five experimentations in computer vision: seeing (through) images from Large Scale Vision Datasets 
 bruno moreschi 

  SECTION 4: ‘The social implications of  machine intelligence’ in the biometric state

    189   The ‘artifi cial intelligentsia’ and its discontents: an exploration of  1970s attitudes to the ‘social responsibility of  the machine 
intelligence worker’ 
 rosamund powell 

    205   Biometric data’s colonial imaginaries continue in Aadhaar’s minimal data 
 sananda sahoo 

    221   Predictive puericulture in Argentina: The Plataforma Tecnológica de Intervención Social and the reproduction of  Latin eugenics 
 alexa hagerty, florencia aranda and diego jemio 

Published for

by

https://doi.org/10.1017/bjt.2023.17 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/bjt.2023.17

	IBC
	OBC



