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Preface

The theme of Studies in Church History 57 is Inspiration and
Institution in Christian History. This fruitful theme was proposed
by Professor Alec Ryrie, President of the Ecclesiastical History
Society during 2019–20. The volume comprises seventeen peer
reviewed articles drawn from the range of communications and key-
note lectures given at the Ecclesiastical History Society’s Summer
Conference at the University of Durham in July 2019 and at its
Winter Meeting at Carrs Lane Conference Centre, Birmingham, in
January 2020.

This topic has resulted in a rich and wide-ranging collection of arti-
cles which reveal the complexity of the interplay between institution
and inspiration in the Church at all periods of its existence. We are
grateful to Professor Ryrie for proposing this theme and for his able
presidency. We thank also all who offered contributions and submit-
ted papers for consideration for the volume, and those who peer
reviewed the contributions, thereby helping the society to ensure
that the volume is of the highest quality. Dr Tim Grass continued
his meticulous work as assistant editor.

The careful planning and engagement of the society’s conference
secretaries, Dr David Hart, succeeded by Professor Elizabeth Tingle,
ensured that the Summer Conference and Winter Meeting went
without a hitch. They were supported by the society’s secretary and
treasurer, Dr Gareth Atkins and Simon Jennings, and by the confer-
ence teams at St Chad’s College Durham, and Carrs Lane Conference
Centre.

The Ecclesiastical History Society offers two annual prizes for arti-
cles accepted for publication in Studies in Church History. In this
volume, the Kennedy Prize, for the best contribution by a postgrad-
uate student, was awarded to Elise Watson, for her article ‘The
Jesuitesses in the Bookshop: Catholic Lay Sisters’ Participation in
the Amsterdam Book Trade, 1650–1750’. The President’s Prize,
for the best contribution by an early career scholar, goes to Dr
Clive Murray Norris for ‘“A blessed and glorious work of God, …

vii
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attended with some irregularity”: Managing Methodist Revivals,
c.1740–1800’. Both articles demonstrate excellent scholarship as
well as an innovative exploration of the theme.

Charlotte Methuen
University of Glasgow

Andrew Spicer
Oxford Brookes University

Preface
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