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During the Putney Debates, held during October and November 1647, officers and other ranks from Oliver
Cromwell’s New Model Army deliberated over constitutional issues. Radicals questioned whether the franchise
should be limited to property owners. They argued for fixed parliamentary terms, the predominance of the House of
Commons, and freedom of conscience. Cromwell’s representatives advocated less radical constitutional changes.
The woodcut on the front cover of this issue is said to represent these debates. The deliberative turn in democratic
theory could learn much from the ways in which the ferment of popular debate in the Civil War period in England

still resonates in modern Britain.
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The British Journal of Political Science is an independent journal, whose policy is set by its editorial board. It is
committed to no methodological orthodoxy over and above the normal canons of scholarship: clear and consistent
use of words, logical and mathematical validity, and the use of appropriate evidence to substantiate empirical
statements. Contributions are invited in all fields of political science and political theory, except the history of
political thought. Innovative and authoritative work addressed to problems of general significance to students of
politics will be published whatever the period(s) or place(s) drawn upon for evidence. The Editors reserve the right
to decline articles if, according to their own judgement, they are inconsistent with editorial policy.
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