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AN EDITORIAL NOTE 

This is the last issue of the AFRICAN STUDIES BULLETIN which I 
shall be editing. As announced at the 1964 annual meet ing and recorded in m o r e 
detail elsewhere in this i s sue , the BULLETIN will henceforth be edited by David 
Brokensha and Pe t e r Duignan, and will be produced on the west coas t . 

I have edited the BULLETIN since 1958, and it has been fun to do. 
Apologies for delays and problems of detai l have had to be made often to the 
ASA membersh ip ; pursuing people to Africa or extracting an ar t ic le even from 
New York has not always been easy, and the BULLETIN has often had to await 
the completion of other academic t a s k s . My thanks a r e due to many m e m b e r s of 
the Association for a s s i s t ance , information and pat ience . Looking back, one 
finds some surpr is ing information in BULLETIN i s sues ; looking forward, I hope 
that the new editors will find sources of g r ea t e r imagination and ideas . 

It seems appropria te to util ize this issue to p resen t some ser ious 
ideas and concerns . Over the las t year I have grown increasingly disturbed 
about developments in Africa and in this country, as I am sure many Africanists 
have. The course of events in the Congo and elsewhere has led to a de te r io ra 
tion in African-American re la t ions which is assuming major p ropor t ions . Apart 
from strictly diplomatic i s sues , existing frictions seem to derive from ser ious 
basic misunderstandings about each other, our values and p r io r i t i e s , and the 
ways in which we try to c a r r y them out. We reach the point where in Africa 
Americans become the epitome of machinat ing, evil capi ta l ism or r ac ia l i sm, 
ready to overthrow African governments or deny to the individual African his 
legitimate asp i ra t ions . In the United Sta tes , we re tu rn to the bad old days in 
which the newspapers pr int s to r ies of African b a r b a r i s m and revive all the 
cliches of cannibalism and da rkes t Africa. 

By definition, this Associat ion is a group of Americans who a re in ter
ested in Africa and who have worked the re - - and mos t whom have come to honor 
and to love the par t icu la r pa r t of Africa which they know bes t . This Association 
is also an academic one which is devoted to the discovery of t ruth . We a r e , in
deed, prec ise ly in the position of i n t e rp re t e r s who can help to explain Amer ica 
to Africa, and Africa to A m e r i c a n s . Most of us do the f irs t whenever we a re in 
Africa; I urge that we do, h e r e , m o r e of the second. 

Without arguing in detai l all the pros and cons of the ASA becoming an 
operating organization, it seems to me that there a re a number of activit ies 
which we should consider . Many of us a re t e ache r s , concerned with adding 
courses on Africa to college cu r r i cu la . Could we as an Associat ion go further 
in aiding other t eachers to incorporate African m a t e r i a l s into their teaching? 
The summer insti tutes descr ibed in this issue a re a s t a r t . But in the seven 
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years of the ASA's existence we have real ly not done very much in this direct ion. 

Amer ican p r e s s coverage on African affairs is appall ing. We have 
considered helping African journa l i s t s ; how about Amer ican ones? A training 
p rogram for American correspondents assigned to Africa, perhaps in assoc ia
tion with a group such as the Niemann Foundation, might produce m o r e under
standing and rea l i s t ic coverage of African happenings. Can we not, a l so , urge 
individual newspapers and p r e s s se rv ices to improve their coverage, and p r o 
test when they produce ser ious inaccurac ies or biased news s t o r i e s ? The Exec
utive Board of the Associat ion might play a very useful role in drawing to edi
t o r s ' attention the major omissions and the major inaccuracies of their t r e a t 
ment of Africa. Most of them, unfortunately, have simply no idea when they 
have gone wrong. 

Cannot the Associat ion play a l a rge r role in working with African gov
ernmental represen ta t ives in this country, or with African s tudents? Can it be 
more active in combatting rac ia l a t t i tudes, or the sor t of terminology which uses 
"white" as a synonym for European or American , and an ant i thesis to everything 
African? Would it be possible to the Associat ion to enter other a r ea s of public 
relat ions on African affairs? For instance, could we c rea te a speake r s ' bureau 
on Africa, or establ ish African t ravel and exchange p r o g r a m s for univers i ty stud
ents and other groups such as bus inessmen, labor l e a d e r s , and women 's clubs? 
Can we not c rea te bet ter l iaison with the Department of State and officials of the 
Johnson adminis t ra t ion at all levels , to ensure that African att i tudes and opinions 
a r e at least taken into considerat ion in the formulation of Amer ican foreign poli
cy? 

Many of these suggestions can be made to the individual Africanist as 
well as to the Associat ion. And we al l have other act ivi t ies which we might in
c r e a s e : teaching and speaking in our own communit ies ; working with the training 
p rog rams of the Peace Corps and other organizations in Africa; advising our lo
cal l i b ra r i e s on cur ren t m a t e r i a l s on Africa; working with African students and 
study groups; taking steps to combat local lack of newspaper coverage, use of 
rac ia l terminology, and the cliches about "darkes t Africa" which a re sti l l so 
widespread . 

In other words , I am urging on both the African Studies Association 
and on individual Africanists a m o r e act ivist role in African af fa i rs . We have 
our own special izat ions and our own r e s e a r c h , but I would suggest that our r e 
sponsibil i t ies go further than th i s . In leaving the edi torship of this BULLETIN 
I hope to be able to spend m o r e t ime working to inc rease Afr ican-American un
derstanding, and I strongly urge other Africanists to join m e . 

Marga re t L . Bates 
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