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It is not to be believed that, though the signers of the protest above re
ferred to consider American intervention in Haiti and Santo Domingo as viola
tions of international law, they are oblivious to the needs of these unfortunate 
nations. They can hardly be understood to enunciate the cynical doctrine 
that every nation should be free to go to perdition in its own way. They 
are doubtless aware of the opinion held by many competent observers that, 
distasteful as American intervention has been to patriots of these republics, 
they would view with alarm the immediate withdrawal of the troops and 
officials of the United States. It is true that some of these critics would ap
pear to impute the basest of motives to American intervention, namely, the 
desire for naval bases or for financial and commercial exploitation. Such 
critics present no proofs for these accusations and are therefore not entitled 
to serious consideration. Those other critics, however, who honestly con
sider intervention of any kind as “ clear violations”  of international law and 
of the Constitution of the United States are entitled to every possible con
sideration. It is to be hoped that they will not permit their abstract theories 
to obscure the necessity of practical measures of help to the peoples of Haiti 
and Santo Domingo to enjoy the blessings of law and order, and to be able 
adequately to meet all their international obligations. A descent respect for 
the opinions of others should constrain them to attach especial significance to 
the repeated warnings of Presidents Roosevelt, Taft, Wilson, and Harding 
against the dangers of diplomatic complications in the strategic waters of the 
Caribbean Sea. The statement of policy by Secretary Hughes made on 
April 29, 1922, to the delegation which presented the protest already cited, 
should be accepted in the utmost good faith by all fair-minded men:

This Government is proceeding in this matter at this time in the desire 
to secure, in the first place, an effective co-ordination of the action which 
is being taken in connection with administration, so that difficulties 
which have existed in the past may be removed. It is also considering 
all that is essential for the tranquility and well being of the people of 
Haiti, and, of course, we are most desirous that the military occupation 
shall end as soon as it can properly end.

P h i l ip  M a r s h a l l  B r o w n .

THE REVISTA DE DERECHO INTERNACI03VAL

For the past ten years a Spanish translation has been made of the Ameri
can Journal of International Law. The success with which it has met has 
led to the conclusion that there is a demand in the Spanish-American Re
publics for a journal in Spanish. It is believed, however, that a journal 
appearing in the Spanish language, edited by a Spanish-speaking publicist 
and published in one of the Spanish-American countries, would more ad
equately meet the demand of which the Spanish translation of the American 
Journal of International Law has demonstrated the existence. Indeed, there 
are now two American journals of International Law appearing in Spanish;

https://doi.org/10.2307/2188185 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.2307/2188185


438 THE AM ERICAN JOURNAL OF IN TERN ATION AL LA W

one, the Revista Mexicana de Derecho International, published in Mexico 
City, the capital of the Republic of Mexico, since March, 1919, and the 
Revista Argentina de Derecho International, published since September, 
1920, in the City of Buenos Aires, the capital of the Republic of Argentina.

It has, therefore, been decided that with the completion of the tenth year, 
the Spanish translation of the American Journal of International Law 
should be discontinued, and that it should be replaced by the Revista de 
Derecho International, a quarterly periodical to be composed of original 
articles edited by the distinguished publicist, Dr. Antonio S. de Bustamante 
y Sirv^n, and to be published in the City of Habana, the capital of the Re
public of Cuba.

It has further been decided that it should appear as the organ of the Ameri
can Institute of International Law, which suspended its sessions during the 
war, in which the United States and some of the Latin-American Republics 
were involved, and which will shortly resume its activities, just as the Insti
tute of International Law suspended its meetings during the war and has 
already held one official session.

The Revista de Derecho Internacional will be independent of the Spanish 
edition of the American Journal of International Law which it succeeds. It 
will, however, in one respect resemble the American Journal of International 
Law, in that it will be the organ of the American Institute just as the English 
Journal is the organ of the American Society of International Law. There 
is another point of resemblance. Stress will be laid upon International 
Law as it is understood and applied in the American Republics. It will, 
like the American Journal, be a journal of International Law, not of politics. 
It will have a more fortunate effect than the American Journal. It will 
appeal to the publicists of 18 American Republics speaking the language in 
which it appears, and it is hoped that Spanish publicists will, from time to 
time, honor its pages with their contributions. Edited by Dr. Bustamante 
it is sure to be worthy of the subject which it professes. Appearing in the 
Spanish language and in a Latin-American atmosphere, it will assuredly set 
forth and embody the views and aspirations of Spanish-speaking publicists. 
It will, it is hoped, find favor in the sight of Spanish-American publicists, 
serving as a convenient means of communication, and interpreting the 
enlightened views of the Spanish-speaking world to the world at large.

The Board of Editors of the American Journal of International Law wel
comes the entry of the Revista de Derecho Internacional into the field of 
foreign relations, wishes it the greatest of success and influence in its ex
position of the principles of International Law as a guide to the conduct of 
nations; for, notwithstanding the differences of language and the national 
traditions, Americans one and all, stand for the principles of justice ex
pressed in rules of law, which shall control the conduct of nations in the fu
ture, as they have the actions of individuals in the past and the present.

J a m e s  B r o w n  S c o t t .
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