SERVING THE CHRISTIAN STATE IN
LATE ANTIQUITY

How did the state become Christian in late antiquity? Many scholars
have traced the Christianisation of the Roman world in the centuries
following the conversion of the emperor Constantine in 312 CE.
Robin Whelan, however, turns his attention away from the usual
suspects in such accounts — emperors, empresses, bishops, ascetics,
and other holy people — to consider a surprisingly understudied set of
late ancient Christians: those who served the state as courtiers,
bureaucrats, and governors. By tracing the requirements of regimes,
the expectations of subjects, and patterns of engagement with
churches and churchmen, he argues that that those who served the
state in late antiquity could be seen — and indeed, could see them-
selves — as distinctly Christian authority figures — just as much as the
emperors and kings whom they served and the bishops and ascetics
whom they governed. This title is also available as Open Access on

Cambridge Core.

ROBIN WHELAN is Senior Lecturer in Mediterranean History at the
University of Liverpool. His first book, Being Christian in Vandal
Africa (2018), was joint winner of the Ecclesiastical History Society
Book Prize. He has published widely on the political, cultural, and
religious history of the later Roman Empire, the post-imperial West,
and early Byzantium.

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.97.14.86, on 18 Jul 2026 at 08:33:39, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,
available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693
https://www.cambridge.org/core

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.97.14.86, on 18 Jul 2026 at 08:33:39, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,
available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693
https://www.cambridge.org/core

SERVING THE CHRISTIAN
STATE IN LATE ANTIQUITY

ROBIN WHELAN
University of Liverpool

%% CAMBRIDGE

¥ UNIVERSITY PRESS

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.97.14.86, on 18 Jul 2026 at 08:33:39, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,
available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693
https://www.cambridge.org/core

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India
Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009714709
DOI: 10.1017/9781009714693
© Robin Whelan 2026

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, with the exception of the Creative Commons version the
link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693 under a Creative
Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 which permits re-use, distribution and repro-
duction in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing appropriate credit to the original work
is given. You may not distribute derivative works without permission. To view a copy of this license,
visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009714693
First published 2026

Cover image: Panels from the chair of Bishop Maximian from Ravenna depicting Joseph embracing his
father and the pharaoh’s dream. Ravenna, Museo Arcivescovile. Photo: DeAgostini / Getty Images.

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this book is available from the Library of Congress

ISBN 978-1-009-71470-9 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-71465-5 Paperback
Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

For EU product safety concerns, contact us at Calle de José Abascal, 56, 1°, 28003
Madrid, Spain, or email eugpsr@cambridge.org

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.97.14.86, on 18 Jul 2026 at 08:33:39, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,
available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693


http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009714709
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009714709
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009714709
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693
http://doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693
http://doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693
http://doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693
mailto:eugpsr@cambridge.org
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009714693
https://www.cambridge.org/core

