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Author Acceptance Note:
We would like to express our gratitude to the review board of SSLA for selecting our
article (“Text reading in English as a second language: Evidence from the Multilingual
Eye-Movements Corpus,” March 2023) for this year’s Albert Valdman award for
outstanding publication. This recognition illustrates that multi-lab research projects
like ours – inspired by tenets of Open Science and fueled by the partners’ good-will and
generosity – are feasible, even in the absence of centralized funding or formal agree-
ments. This article presents the new corpus of L1 and L2 text reading in English,
including eye-tracking and reading comprehension data, as well as performance in the
tests of component skills of English proficiency and detailed language background and
use information. The reliable data from university students representing 12 countries
and L1 backgrounds (N=543) makes possible the large-scale comparison of L1 and
advanced L2 readers of English. Specifically, we found that an achievement of an L1-like
level of reading comprehension is more common than reaching an L1 level of reading
fluency. We also observed that L2 comprehension relies on a different set of skills and
abilities than L2 fluency: the former has a particularly strong demand for language skills
in L2, and the latter is dominated by L1 fluency. The MECO data source is available for
mining and in-depth research in second language reading, and we plan to continue this
exciting collaboration with new samples and partners joining the project.
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