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Abstract. We present VLBA observation towards the nucleus of a nearby radio galaxy NGC 1052.
In NGC 1052, two-sided jet structure and a dense plasma circumnuclear torus with a radius of
0.7 pc have been found around the central mass. It emits a H2O megamaser, which is redshifted
with respect to the systemic velocity of the galaxy (1491 km s−1 ) with a large velocity width of
100 km s−1 (FWHM). The maser gas is found at the inner jet components of both the approach-
ing and receding jets. The maser gas is positionally coincident with a plasma torus. The maser
gas in NGC 1052 could be explained as a circumnuclear torus or disk, as found for the nucleus
of NGC 4258.
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1. Free-free absorption opacity distribution
The continuum images at 15, 22 and 43 GHz show the two-sided jet structure which

consists of several components. After restoring with a same beam size, we obtained spec-
tral indices along the jets. The spectral indices indicate that most parts of the two-side
jet structure have optically thin spectra at 15–43 GHz except its inner edge part; a
steeply inverted spectrum (α = 3.2; S ∝ ν−α ) is revealed between B and C3. The spec-
trum index exceeds the theoretical limit for synchrotron self-absorption (α = 2.5). The
highly inverted spectrum of the inner edge of the jets implies that synchrotron emission
is obscured through free-free absorption (FFA) by the foreground dense plasma, and it is
consistent with past multi-frequency observations (Kameno et al. 2001, Vermeulen et al.
2003 and Kadler et al. 2004).

Fitting the continuum spectrum at 15–43 GHz to FFA model (Sν ∝ ν−α exp (−τν−2.1)),
we obtained FFA opacity (τ) distributions along the jet axis (figure 1), which reveals that
a high opacity (τ > 1000) is found in the inner edge. It implies that the dense cold plasma
covers ∼2 mas in the inner edge of the jets, where the central engine is supposed to exist.

2. H2O maser emission
In our observation, significant maser emission within the velocity range of 1550–

1850 km s−1 was detected. The maser spots consists of two clusters; the east cluster and
the west cluster are located at Component B and C3, respectively. The velocity range of
the east cluster is 1550–1850 km s−1 , which is the same as the whole velocity width
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Figure 1. Left: Relative distributions of H2O maser spots (full circle) with respect to the
continuum image at 22 GHz (contour). Continuum jet features are labelled by A, B, C3, C2
and C1, along the jet axis (solid line). The inset box shows the detailed distributions of maser
spots. Right: Free-free absorption opacity along the jet axis.

of the H2O maser profile. The maser spots with a velocity of 1550–1700 km s−1 in the
east cluster are distributed within 0.1 pc, although the masers with a velocity of 1700–
1850 km s−1 are concentrated within 0.02 pc on the peak of Component B. On the other
hand, the west cluster is detected with a velocity range of 1550–1750 km s−1 along the
NE-SW direction or the jet axis. It shows a velocity gradient of ∼ 200 km s−1 mas−1 along
this direction. We note that Claussen et al. (1998) showed a velocity gradient along the
east-west direction (∼ 100 km s−1 mas−1) in the maser cluster of the west jet component.

3. Discussions
The maser gas is located where FFA opacity is large, or where the plasma torus covers

the foreground of the inner edge of the jets. The positional coincidence between the
plasma and the H2O masers supports the subparsec-scale torus model, which consists of
dense plasma, molecular gas, and the X-ray dissociation region (XDR: Maloney 2002)
described by Kameno et al. (2005). The other possible explanation is the jet model. The
jet propagation hits the molecular gas in the AGN region. The molecular gas within or
at the front shock of the jet emits the maser. The west maser cluster shows some velocity
gradient along the jet axis. This trend is also seen in Mrk348 whose H2O maser has been
explained an interaction between a jet and a molecular cloud (Peck et al. 2003). The west
cluster is seen at the receding jet, and the velocity of the west cluster is all redshifted.
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