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1. Introduction

The theory of Fitting classes is, by now, a well established part of the theory of finite
soluble groups. In contrast, Fitting classes have received rather scant attention in
infinite groups, although some recent work of Beidleman and Karbe [2] and Beidleman,
Karbe and Tomkinson [3] suggest that one can obtain results in this direction. The
paper [2], cited above, in fact generalizes earlier work of Tomkinson [9] to the class of
locally soluble FC-groups. The present paper is concerned with the theory of Fitting
classes in a class of groups somewhat similar to the class of FC-groups, namely the class
of CC-groups, introduced by Polovickii in [6]. A group G is a CC-group if G/CG(xG) is
a Cernikov group for all x e G where, as in the rest of this paper, we use the standard
group theoretic notation of [7]. Recently, Alcazar and Otal [1] have shown how to
generalize results of B. H. Neumann [5] to the class of CC-groups. The main purpose of
the present note is to illustrate further how one can handle CC-groups, in an analogous
manner to FC-groups, by using techniques similar to those used in [1] and [4].

Throughout this paper 9) will denote the class of locally soluble CC-groups. By
lemma 1 of [1] each ?)-group therefore has a local system of normal subgroups each of
which is Cernikov-by-free abelian of finite rank. The subgroups forming the local system
here are the normal closures of finite subsets and hence are centre-by-Cernikov, since
the class of CC-groups is clearly closed under taking subgroups and homomorphic
images.

By a Fitting class of ?)-groups we shall mean a subclass g of 9) with the following
properties:

(i) If GegandHserG then Heft.
(ii) If G = <HX | A E A> e 9) with Hx e g and Hx ser G then G e 5 also.

(Here A is an index set and H ser G means H is a serial subgroup of G, our definition
of serial being precisely that given in Robinson [7].)

A subgroup V of G e 5) will be called an g-injector of G if K n S is a maximal g-
subgroup of S whenever S ser G. The set of maximal g-subgroups of G will be denoted
by Maxg G and the set of g-injectors of G will be denoted by Injg G. Our main result,
proven in Section 3 of this paper, may then be stated as follows:

Theorem. / / g is a Fitting class of ^-groups and if Gety then In j 5 G#0 . Also the
elements of Injg G form a unique local conjugacy class.
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(We recall that subgroups H, K of a group G are locally conjugate if there is a locally
inner automorphism of G mapping H to K). Thus our theorem generalizes Theorems 3.2
and 3.3 of [9].

The layout of the paper is as follows. In Section 2 the characteristic of a Fitting class
is defined and some recent results from [3] quoted. We then obtain a special case of the
Theorem, by showing that certain centre-by-Cernikov groups possess a unique conju-
gacy class of g-injectors for each Fitting class g. In Section 3 this allows us to invoke
the inverse limit arguments of [4] to obtain the main result, the proof being somewhat
similar to the corresponding one in [9].

2. The characteristic of a Fitting class

If 3 is a Fitting class of 9)-groups then as in [3] we define the finite characteristic of
g to be the set of primes p such that Cp e g, where Cp is the cyclic group of order p.
The finite characteristic will be denoted by Cy(g). The infinite characteristic, C,(g), of g
is defined to be {oo} if g contains the infinite cyclic group; otherwise C,(g) = 0 , the
empty set. The characteristic of g is defined to be Cy(g) u C,(g) and is denoted by
C(g). Hence C(g) is a subset of P u {oo}, where P denotes the set of all primes.

If G e 9) and x e G then clearly xG is a soluble Cernikov-by-cyclic group. The following
is therefore a straightforward consequence of [3, lemma 2.1].

Lemma 2.1. Let Ge?)

(z) / / G contains an element of prime order p then there are subgroups K-o HsnG such
thatH/K*Cp.

(ii) If G contains an element of infinite order then there are subgroups Ko HsnG such
that

A standard argument (see [3, Theorem 2.2, 3, Theorem 2.4]) now shows:

Lemma 2.2. Let g be a Fitting class of ^-groups

(i) / / there is a group Ge% which contains a p-element then Cp e g.
(ii) If there is a group G e g which contains an element of infinite order then C^ e g.
(Hi) If Cx e g then C(g) = P u {oo}.
(iv) Either C(g) = 7t£P and every %-group is a n-group or C(%) = P u {oo}.
(v) / /C(g) = ; r s P then g contains all locally nilpotent n-groups in ?).
(vi) If C(g) = P u {oo} then g contains all locally nilpotent ^-groups.

(Of course the proof of the latter two facts depend on the fact that all subgroups of a
locally nilpotent group are serial.)

These results concerning characteristic will only be required in Cernikov-by-(free
abelian of finite rank) ?)-groups. Such groups are of course Sj-groups (in the sense of
[3]). The full results are included here for the sake of completeness.

To obtain results in the Cernikov-by-(free abelian of finite rank) case we require the
following preliminary result on serial subgroups:
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Lemma 23. Let G be a centre-by-Cernikov group. Then every serial subgroup of G is
ascendant.

Proof. Let Z denote the centre of G and let SserG. We show that SZ/ZserG/Z
from which it follows that S<: SZ asc G. In fact, if (Aff, Va: a el.) is a series of G
containing S then there is a series of G containing SZ consisting of the subgroups
{(~)t>aVTZ,AaZ,VaZ:oeI.). This follows from elementary set theory. The fact that
AffZ^ p) *>* V<z Allows because [AffZ, flt>. VXZ] g f] r>al\a, FJ g f] r>a Vz = Aff. •

If 5 is a Fitting class of ?)-groups and G e 9) we shall let Gg denote the g-radical of
G. Then Gg is the largest normal g-subgroup of G. The following result is important for
our purposes:

Theorem 2.4. Let G be an extension of a central finitely generated uibelian group Z by
a soluble Cernikov group and let % be a Fitting class of ty-groups. Then

(a) G has a unique conjugacy class of ̂ -injectors.
(b) //C(5) = P u {oo} then G has only finitely many %-injectors.
(c) / / C(5) = 7rsP then the cardinality of InjgG is the same as the cardinality of

|T: Af^l^l where V is a specific %-injector of G and T is the subgroup of G consisting of
elements of finite order.

Proof, (a) Since G is centre-by-Cernikov it is a CC-group and G' is Cernikov, by
[7, Theorem 4.21, Corollary 2]. Hence the set T of elements of finite order in G forms
a normal subgroup of G. Since T n Z is finite and TZ/Z is Cernikov it follows that T is
Cernikov. If C(g) = Pu{oo} and if H/Z is the divisible part of G/Z then / / e g by
2.2(vi). Hence G/Gg is finite and the result now follows by a special case of [3, Theorem
4.4]. Part (b) clearly follows from this since the g-injectors must contain Gg. If, on the
other hand, C((5) = 7tS(P, then T has an g-injector V, by [3, Theorem 4.4]. In fact
KelnjgG. For, if AserG then by 2.3, AascG. If VnA^X^A with X e ^ then X is a
7r-group by 2.2(i). Hence X^T so X^AnT. Since A n T asc T and V e Injg T it follows
that Vn(AnT)eMax^AnT). Hence VnA = X and then it follows that G has g-
injectors. Since the g-injectors must all lie in 7̂  conjugacy also follows, by [3, Theorem
4.4]. The remainder of part (c) is now evident, since any two g-injectors of G are
actually g-injectors of T. •

3. Proof of the theorem

It is convenient to split the proof of the main theorem in two pieces, namely a proof
of existence and a proof of local conjugacy of the injectors. The main technical result
required in our proofs is [8, Theorem 2.1] which requires that we make certain sets into
compact topological spaces. In general this would not be possible, but for Cernikov
groups such a topology always exists (see [4]) and it is this fact which is important here.

Theorem 3.1. Let g be a Fitting class of ^-groups. Then the ty-group G possesses g-
injectors.

Proof. The group G has a local system, 5£, consisting of soluble normal subgroups,
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each of which is Cernikov-by-(free abelian of finite rank) and finitely generated as a G-
operator group. Hence each N e if is an extension of a central finitely generated abelian
group by a soluble Cernikov group. It follows that each N e i f has a unique conjugacy
class of g-injectors. If AT e if let A(N) denote the set of g-injectors of N. Notice that if
C ( g ) = P u {00} then each A(N) is a finite set and the proof follows as in [9, Theorem
3.2]. So we may assume C(g) = 7i£P, by 2.2(iv). Let Ne <£ and V elnjgN. By 2.4(iii),
A(N) is in 1-1 correspondence with the set of cosets of N^V) in N via the
correspondence:

V'^tN^V) (teN).

The sets A(N) may be partially ordered by defining A(N) ̂  A(M) if and only if N g M
whenever N,MeSe. Clearly, if WeA(M) and A(N)^A(M) then WnNeA(N) so we
may define a projection nMN:A(M)-*A(N) by

(W)nMII=WnN.

If AT e if the set /4(N) can be made into a compact topological 7i -space as follows:
The group N = N/Z(N) is Cernikov so has the coset topology, defined in [4], and N is
then a compact, topological Tx -space whose closed sets are in fact finite unions of right
cosets of subgroups, by [4, Lemma 2.1]. Let N* = NN(V) denote the set of cosets of
N^V) in N. Since Z(N)^NN(V) there is a natural map 0N:N^N*, defined by
nZ(N)t—>nNN( V), for n e N. The set N* is given the quotient topology induced by &N and
hence N* is also a compact topological Tt-space. Since A(N) is in 1-1 correspondence
with N* there is an induced topology on A(N) and in this way A(N) is a compact
topological Ti -space.

The topology induced on A(N) is independent of the choice of Veln}%N. This follows
using an argument similar to that given in [4, Theorem 3.8]. Also if N^M with

and W e A(M) then there is a natural map

B
P

MN-

For, by a Frattini argument, M = N-NM(WnN) so if xeM then x = yt for some yeN
and te NM( W n N) and one can define pMN by:

It is easy to see that PMN is well defined and that it is a closed, continuous map. It
follows that nMN:A(M)-*A(N) is also closed and continuous since the topology induced
on both A(M) and A(N) does not depend on the choice of injectors. Hence lim A(N) is
non-empty by [8, Theorem 2.1]. If (VN)elwaA(N) then for N^M, we have ]^nN = VN

so that V = {JNe#VN is a subgroup of G. Moreover Keg since Vr\N=Vff<3V so F is
generated by normal g-subgroups. Finally if SserG then SnNserN for each NeSC.
Suppose VnS^X<=S with X e g . Then VnSr>N = XnN since KnNelnjgN and it
is now clear that V nSe Maxg S. Hence V is the required g-injector. •
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The local conjugacy of the g-injectors is easy to establish using the argument given
be Alcazar and Otal [1, Theorem 1] and the result established in 2.4; we therefore
simply state:

Theorem 3.2. Let g be a Fitting class of %)-groups. Then the ̂ -injectors ofGety are
locally conjugate in G.

In conclusion, we remark that one can now extend many of the standard results from
the theory of Fitting classes in finite soluble groups to the class 9).
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