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1. Prospective Guest Editor(s) of a Themed Section should, in the first instance, contact the
Managing Co-Editors, Dr Peter Dwyer and Dr Sharon Wright, by e-mail to spseditors@stir.ac.uk to
outline their idea. 

2. Following an initial discussion, a proposal for a Themed Section should be submitted in Microsoft
Word format by e-mail to spseditors@stir.ac.uk. This should include:
a.  the envisaged title 
b. the names and institutional affiliations of the proposed Guest Editor(s)
c.  a brief outline of the rationale for the Themed Section
d. a list of contents (listing all of the contributors, the titles of each article and an abstract for each) 

3. Proposals are then reviewed by the Editorial Board. Guest Editors whose proposals are 
subsequently accepted, will be invited to publish a Themed Section in the journal.

4. Themed Sections should contain the following:
a. An 'Introduction', usually written by the Guest Editor(s) providing a short introductory piece to the
Themed Section
b. a set of peer reviewed articles - usually no more than six articles in total
c. a 'Review Article', which provides a selected review of the key literature
d.  a short 'Some Useful Sources' guide to key sources in the area 

5. The total word limit for an entire Themed Section is no more than 40,000 words. This is to include
all tables, endnotes and bibliographies. 

6. Each individual article must be no more than 5000 words in length and must conform to the
Instructions for Contributors. 

7. Upon acceptance of their proposal Guest Editor(s) will receive further detailed guidance from the
Managing Co-Editors about their responsibilities e.g. the required refereeing process, production
deadlines etc.
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                  The Peter Townsend Policy Press Prize 

The British Academy, with the support of the Policy Press, is pleased to announce that it 
will award a prize biannually to commemorate the life and work of Peter Townsend, a 
former Fellow, who died in 2009 after a long and remarkable career.  

The prize, of £2,000 will be awarded to the author of what the Academy judges to be a
piece of outstanding work with policy relevance and academic merit. It should be 
published within five years of the closing date for nominations, on this occasion 15th

February 2011, and be by anyone whose habitual residence is the UK, the Channel 
Islands or the Isle of Man.  

The topic must fall within one or more of the fields to which Townsend made a major 
contribution - poverty and inequality, ageing and the lives of older people, disability, or 
inequalities in health. It must be published in the English language. An article, a book in 
more than one volume or a series of closely related articles will count as a single work.  

Nomination forms may be downloaded from the British Academy web site where further 
details of the award may be obtained. Questions may also be addressed to Angela Pusey 
(A.Pusey@britac.ac.uk).  
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supplied at proof stage.
12. Contributors of accepted articles will be asked to assign their copyright, on certain conditions,
to Cambridge University Press, to help protect their material.

The Social Policy Association
The Social Policy Association supports the study of all aspects of Social Policy and Administration
through the sponsorship of the Journal of Social Policy, Social Policy and Society and the Social
Policy Digest, the publication of a newsletter, the organisation of an annual conference and a small
grants scheme. It represents its members through contact with a range of bodies, including the
ESRC. For further information about the activities of the SPA, contact Tina Haux, Institute for
Social and Economic Research, University of Essex, Colchester CO4 3SQ, UK. The SPA website
is at: www.social-policy.com.
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