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WORK WITH(OUT) BOUNDARIES: Precarity and Dance

The work of dance is work without boundaries: first, the dance profession has become a transna-
tional affair, with dance artists often in different countries with colleagues from different national-
ities. This border mobility increases economic insecurity for performing artists because the
differences between national social security systems cause problems of accessibility and portability
of rights (Polác

̌

ek 2007). In addition, the high mobility rate across borders often prevents pro-
fessional dance artists from making the transition to a second career (IJdens et al. 2008).
Secondly, in line with “the new spirit of capitalism” (Boltanski and Chiapello 2006), the dance artist
performs immaterial labor on a flexible basis within the context of temporary project work. Due to
the increasingly project-oriented and immaterial nature of the profession, it is difficult to determine
the boundaries of where work or employment time ends and private life begins. We theorize that
traces of these boundary-less working conditions can be found in the performances of dance artists
today. For this special issue of Dance Research Journal, we invite submissions to explore this theme
in relation to dance as work with(out) boundaries. Questions we might consider are: How do pre-
carious work and labor regimes influence the artistic production of dance artists? What is the
impact of working on a transnational and/or project-oriented basis on the professional lives of
dance artists? What impact do public and private resources for the arts and austerity measures
have in the making of dance pieces? How do different traditions, cultures or societies evaluate
the idea of dance as labor? What geopolitical boundaries run across the international flow of dan-
cers’ bodies? How does the current political climate, in which geopolitical borders are increasingly
being closed, affect the labor of mobile dance artists? (How) are dance styles and customs translated
to other contexts and what is the role of post-, de- or neocolonial processes in this translational
labor? Which (inter)disciplinary approaches and methodologies are useful to do research on
dance as (precarious) work or practice?

Contributions addressing any of these issues and focusing on varying and specific historical and
cultural moments and locales are welcome.

Final deadline for submissions: March 30, 2018

Approximate length: 6,000 words (not including notes and references)

Inquiries and submissions to: Simon Leenknegt (Simon.Leenknegt@ugent.be) or Annelies Van
Assche (Annelies.VanAssche@ugent.be)
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